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Theater Dance Syllabus

Teacher: Mr Drews


Length: One Semester

Room: 236



Units: .5

Note – Most of the information normally found in a course syllabus has already been provided to you in your introductory handouts for dance. 

Course Description

Theater dance explores dance forms seen in musical theater. The emphasis is not on technique but performance and acting while dancing. Dance techniques studied include tap, jazz, musical comedy, and modern. Beginning composition skills are introduced and students choreograph a brief dance at the end of the semester to be presented in a culminating recital.

Grade Policy  

Grades are based on participation in class and proficiency in performance of the dance combinations. 

Class Format

The class is taught in a standard dance format including warm-up, center, and across the floor. . Most instruction takes place through teacher demonstration of dance steps and combinations. Academic work is taught on select days and students are expected to sit attentively on the studio floor.

Code Read

To support the literacy initiative at MHSA dancers will spend the first 20 minutes of each Wednesday reading. Students will alternate between reading for personal enjoyment with reading assignments related to dance. Students will have appropriate reading materials available on days where personal reading occurs.

Methods of Assessment

Students are assessed on their performance of taught dance warm-ups, center skills and across the floor combinations. Assessment is mainly through teacher observation based on the technique rubric of the dance department. Students are also assessed with written quizzes, tests and exams. 

Assignments

Both written and performance based assignments are given. Late assignments will be accepted within reason with a negative effect on your grade. Extra credit is available as service projects for the dance department
Final Exams

Students take a written exam based in part on an evaluation of their final choreography project. 

Incomplete Grades

Incomplete grades are assigned only as a result of illness or injury and must be remedied in accordance with MPS policy.

Tutoring
Practice time is made available after school if the schedule allows. Open studio is an after school time for practice. The Community Learning Center is expected to offer beginning level dance classes free of charge.

Plagiarism/Academic Dishonesty

Any student papers discovered which include plagiarized material will be given a failing grade. All students are expected to complete their own work.

Policies regarding medical excuses from class, attendance, tardiness, dress code, procedures and other class requirements are contained in your student contract, dress code sheet, and medical policy.

THEATER  DANCE/AEROBIC DANCE  DRESS POLICY

Each student must have at least two sets of dance clothes so that one may be laundered while the other is being worn. All dance equipment must be at school by the third day of class .
1. You may wear gym or dance clothes which may include any of the following:

· Sweat pants

· Sweatshirts

· Shorts

· T-shirts

· Leotards

· Biker shorts

· Unitards

**  You may not wear the following.

· Jean shorts

· Pajama pants

· Crop tops

· Sports bras (as a shirt)

· Clothing which you wore to school that day.

2.
Long hair must be worn off the face and neck, and secured tightly.

3.
No jewelry may be worn in class with the exception of stud earrings.   We recommend that valuable jewelry not be worn at school.  Theft does occur! The school cannot be responsible for stolen articles.

4.
Bring deodorant, shampoo and soap. (no glass containers).

5.
Do not share your lock or locker.

6.  Students must mark every item of dance apparel in some permanent, visible manner.  

