Syllabus

Level 3

 Advanced Acting Theory and Styles – Modern Masters

This class is taught in conjunction with Level 3 Technical Theatre 1 – Janes

2 credits. 1 Year

Instructor: Koehler

Studio Theatre and Auditorium
Objective:

To provide students with a solid foundation for professional study as an actor in theatre as well as in film/TV/Radio. The class focuses on an academic and studio approach to the most significant Playwrights and Theoreticians of the Twentieth Century.  In keeping with the contemporary world there is a study of electronic media as well as the foundations for directing.

Areas of Study:

History (C20th), Aesthetics, Criticism, Dramatic Theory, Text Knowledge, Text Analysis, Acting Theory and Practice, Improvisation, Dance/Movement, Makeup, Voice, Singing, Acting for the Camera/Microphone, Directing

Prerequisites:

A passing grade in the Level 2 Theatre class/juries and a C in Performance 3 and Performance 4 or special dispensation from the majority of faculty.

Structure:

Students will take 5 units over the year (1 per grade period plus HAC): 


H.A.C. 3(History, Aesthetics, Criticism) 

20%

Performance 5, 6, 7 and 8



80%

Each week the student will spend one day in the History/Aesthetics/Criticism unit and four days in Performance. HAC is a constant through the whole year and all Level 3 students will be together for this. As this class is being taught in conjunction with Level 3 Technical Theatre it may be possible for students to substitute a performance unit for a production unit and visa versa.  This is always done with faculty consent and must be pre-approved prior to the beginning of the unit.

Curriculum and Grading Categories per grading period

HAC 

6 Week Units

Unit 1: Realism


Unit 4:  Musical Theatre

Unit 2: Symbolism


Unit 5: Minimalism (Beckett)

Unit 3: Epic Theatre


Unit 6: Absurdism

Grade components:

Participation









Group Historical Research Presentation





Formal Critical Essay








Notes on Lectures and/or discussions






Journals









Performance 5 (Level 3 MP1) Method in the Meisner Madness  

Weeks 1-3: Truthful Behavior. . .


One word story!
 
Introduction to Meisner—The Reality of Doing. Listen and repeat.



 
Listen and Repeat from truthful point of view.

Provocative question/honest analysis.


Working off of scene partner.  


Pinch and Ouch--Allowing honest responses to actual stimuli.
         Discussions: 

· Historical context for actor training.

· Stanislavski’s “System” 

· Historical context of “Method” acting.  (Break it into Bits)
· Ability vs. Availability 
· Don’t “do it” let it “do you!”

· When does the repetition change?

Week 4: Performances of Truthful Behavior--Meisner Scene #1 
Weeks 5-7: . . .Under Imaginary Circumstances


Meisner Continued:  Listen and repeat with given circumstances.

Card houses and Balanced sticks

Coming to the door 

The Activity-Simple, specific and difficult task which must be completed.
Discussions: 


· The answer doesn’t matter, the attempt is all!
· There is never nothing!! There’s always something!!

Weeks 8 & 9 : Performances of Activity Scene--Meisner Scene #2 
Performance 6 (Level 3 MP2) From Improv to Text
Weeks 1-3: Refining choices and making them more playable.


Activity Scene with a reason.


Coming to the door with a purpose
Discussions: 


· 9 Criteria to measure playability of a choice.
· Making the Audience believe vs. Inviting them to share.

· Trying to do the exercise right IS not doing it right!!

· Acting vs. feeling
Week 4: Performances of Revised Activity Scene--Meisner Scene #3
Weeks 5-7: Rehearsals and Performances of Skylight Residency
Weeks 8 & 9 : Text memorization and analysis—Meisner style. 
Performances of Ambiguous Dialogue Scene--Meisner Scene #4

Semester 1 Final Exam/Juries



Presentation/Essay


Final exams = 20% of each semester grade

Performance 7 (Level 3 MP 3) On Camera Acting
Grade components:

Participation


Movement


Performance


Makeup


Text analysis


Singing


Voice






Performance 8 (Level 3 MP4) Directing 101
Grade components:

Participation


Process


Text Analysis


Product


Directors Book

Semester 1 Final Exam/Juries



Presentation/Essay


Final exams = 20% of each semester grade

Classroom Rules and Instructor’ Policies:

All of these rules and sanctions are either MPS policies, or are there to promote an atmosphere of safe learning and work in the classroom and theatre environments

· All students are to arrive at class before the Tardy Bell. 

· All students are expected to have the required materials and be in their seats ready for class to start at the proscribed time 

· Students are not allowed to bring coats or book bags into class.  On performance days, props and such should be dropped off in room 311 before 1st hour.  

· Students will be allowed time to change into work or studio clothes.  Depending on the season the Studio may be warm or cool. Please layer your clothes appropriately

· No food or drink is allowed in class.  You may have a PLASTIC water bottle with a screw cap (NO SODA)

· All formal papers must be typed and double-spaced – Font size must be no larger than 12.

· All assignments are due on the deadline date and are to be given to faculty personally unless you make other arrangements.

· For every day an assignment is late it loses 10% of its potential grade. 

· If you miss a quiz or a lab you must make it up in your own time while at school.

· If a student chooses to ignore these rules we will try to give one warning before either moving a student or notifying the family.  Continued violations may result in a referral or removal from the class.

· It is always your choice as to whether you wish to learn or participate in the educational process, however I will never tolerate a student who gets in the way of another student’s learning.

Preparation:

Each student needs to have certain supplies and materials in order to participate in this class.  The following supply list should help students and families.  If you need help in where to find these supplies or if you need financial assistance please have a parent/guardian communicate with us directly. Mr. Koehler’s voice mail number is 414 934 7172.

Required Supplies:

Multiple binders with dividers for all the areas of study

A book for journaling

Line paper – 3-hole punched

At least two pencils

Pens

Highlighters

A suitable environment for homework

Access to a word processor or typewriter

Access to the Internet or Milwaukee Public Library (preferably the central one)

Sensible clothes for studio – no tight or restricting items - we work on the floor and clothes will get dirty – plus clothes for movement/dance sessions.

PARENTS:

If a parent is ever wondering what they can do to help their child develop as a theatre artist encourage them to read and see more plays – it is the same as a musician never listening to recordings or looking at a score or a visual artist not going to galleries.  The more exposure your child has to the arts the more they will grow as artists themselves.  

Academic Dishonesty:

MPS has a series of guidelines regarding plagiarism and academic dishonesty. These are fully enforced in this class but a summary might help clarify some points.

There are many clearly announced opportunities for students to work in groups during lab and class time.  All assessments for group work are made on a group basis.

Final exams are taken in a strict exam environment.  Any attempt at cheating (using notes) or communicating with other students results in a zero score for the entire exam.  

All papers are expected to be done on an individual basis and all sources cited clearly – Plagiarism is not allowed.  

For reading or homework students are allowed to work with each other, but individual work has to be submitted.  If there are two identical pieces of work submitted only one of them would be accepted.

IMPORTANT NOTE:

It is necessary for a student to achieve a pass in this class and juries to advance to a Level 4 class.  You have to pass both performance units with a C to take performance at level 4.  The same applies to the production class.

Support

We will make ourselves available for individual or group tutoring on Monday evenings after faculty meetings.  Students in upper level class are usually available at some point during the day to work as peer mentors.  They are often in the class as monitors anyway.  A full copy of the curriculum and readings will be with the Exceptional Education department.  If a student has an I.E.P. it would be helpful if a student could remind me about extensions on deadlines or if they need help from their IEP teacher.

The curriculum is also on the school’s web site - milwaukeehighschoolofthearts.org


After reading this curriculum, student and parent should sign, detach and return this sheet to Mr. Koehler.

Student Name (please Print clearly)

________________________________________________

Level of Study:

_________________

I have read and understood this Curriculum guide.

Student Signature: ___________________________Date: ____________

Parent Signature:
____________________________Date: _____________

Thank You!

