Syllabus:

Photography
Teacher:

Mrs. Sjoberg

Length:

Two Semesters

Unit Value:

1:00

Room:


115

Prerequisite:

Sophomore standing in the Art Department or teacher approval.

Course Description:  This course will introduce students to the basic techniques of black and white 35mm still photography.  Students should have access to a working 35mm camera for the entire school year. (Some cameras can be provided by the department.)

Text:
Photography  by Barbara London and John Upton, and Scholastic Art.

Additional Materials/References:  Video tapes, slide presentations, reproductions and original artwork will complement students learning in Photography.

Course Overview/Contents:  Concepts and vocabulary of  basic techniques of photography will be introduced, reinforced, and reinterpreted through student assignments and projects.

Class Format:  Photography is structured as a studio class.

Methods of Assessment:  The teacher will use rubrics to evaluate and grade student projects.  Rubrics will state the specific aspects of the student’s work to be graded; for example, use of depth of field in the student’s photograph.  The rubric will also be used by the students and teacher to structure regular class critiques.

Attendance:  A student’s participation in class is essential for success.  This includes attendance and being on time and ready to learn.  Student skills in using time well, will be developed, supported, and reflected in student grades.

Classroom procedures:  Class will start with an opening activity that introduces the concept and vocabulary being used.  Students will be directed by the teacher in the main activity for that hour.  Class will conclude with an activity to reinforce the concept/s used that day.  Students will clean-up in the darkroom before dismissal.

Final Exams:  Written and practical exams will be given.

Incomplete Grades:  See handbook.

Tutoring:  As needed.

*Broken Equipment:  Please note it is imperative that equipment used in the classroom and checked-out (cameras) are used with care.  Since we must share our gear and it is important that it remains in working order, your signature indicates your willingness to take responsibility for the repair or if necessary, the replacement of any equipment that your child has broken.  Please understand that photography equipment is expensive and your child must respect and care for the equipment he/she uses.

Plagiarism/Academic Dishonesty:  Students are expected to create and complete their own work.  Writing or images created by others must be credited to the author, photographer, artist, etc.

Fee:  There is a $25.00 lab fee for the year.  This includes darkroom chemicals, photographic printing paper, and some film.  Students will need to buy additional film if they cannot complete the assignment with the film provided for each assignment.  

Eating in the classroom:  There should be absolutely NO EATING in the classroom.  Apart from the school rule of no food in the classroom, it is imperative that no food is snuck into the darkroom.  Chemicals are mixed daily and remain in the air.  By eating food in the class, these chemicals are rapidly ingested and can be harmful to your health.
Dear Parent/Guardian
     Please sign, date and return this with your student by October 1st.  Please include any questions or comments.  I look forward to working with the student in your family.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Sjoberg

Art Educator

Milwaukee High School of the Arts

Parent/Guardian Signature




Date
Questions, comments:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Addendum:  Weekly, students will read passages from the text book by London and Upton.  Additionally, students will study various photographers by reading the many books relating to this subject in the classroom.  A paper and presentation will be required of every student.
