Music 481 – Instrumental Ensemble

Mrs. Garcia

rathwesx@milwaukee.k12.wi.us  or 414-934-7163
Please note that all performances are required. 

Unexcused absence from a performance will result in a failing grade for that mark period.
Music 481 is designed to provide students with a broad range of musical experience. Class time will be devoted to the rehearsal and performance of chamber music for small and large groups, expanding your knowledge of the written language of music, exploring music history, and discovering how music relates to the other arts and historical events.

Class will include:

1. Chamber Music rehearsal and performance in groups of 2 – 20. Some music and groups will be assigned to you, and you will also have the opportunity to choose your own. Choose wisely – you will receive a group grade and a compatible work ethic is important. You will receive coaching for each ensemble, but you will also be working on your own to develop leadership and cooperation. Chamber music masterclasses will be held weekly – each group will perform and have the opportunity to critique and be critiqued by their classmates. We will occasionally invite other classes to observe.  Masterclass is considered a performance – if you are absent you must present a written excuse within 48 hours or you will receive a U for that part of your grade. If you know in advance that you will be absent for a masterclass – please make arrangements with your group to perform on another day.

2. Music History: we will cover a wide variety of classic and contemporary music history and you will have an opportunity to listen to, read about, and write about the music of the past and present. You will also be learning to listen to and critique recordings of professional musicians and ensembles. 

3. Music Theory: you will refine your skills in the written musical language. Music theory instruction will include in-class and take-home assignments. 

Course requirements will be weighted as follows:

Masterclass

40%

Work Ethic

40%

History


10%

Theory


10%

Grades will be determined using a combination of progress, attitude, written work and music performance assessment. 

