Music 161 – Concert Band

Mrs. Garcia

rathwesx@milwaukee.k12.wi.us  or 414-934-7163

Please note that all performances are required. 

Unexcused absence from a performance will result in a failing grade for that mark period.

Concert Band is designed to refine your skills as a musician through rehearsal, home practice and performance. We have a very busy year planned – including performances on and off-campus and the WSMA district large ensemble competition. Trust, mutual respect, and talent are qualities present in every successful musical organization, what we’ll do each day in this class is put those things together with hard work to make great music.

Music 161 Course Expectations:

1. Regular attendance is required.
2. Appropriate behavior is expected at all times – see your student expectations for an outline of the participation points process.

3. Have a positive attitude and willingness to work. Come to class prepared to dig into the music in front of you. Give me, and the music, the benefit of the doubt – nothing is arbitrary. I choose each piece very carefully with a musical goal in mind – repertoire is planned in sequence and for a specific educational purpose. I respect your opinions and will accommodate your musical ideas whenever possible.

4. NEW!NEW!NEW! Weekly playing test. This replaces the written practice record! All students are still required to practice 90 minutes per week outside of class – just keep track for yourself, you no longer have to submit it in writing. Playing tests will take place each week on Wednesday – you will not have to play every week, but will play about 4 times over the course of a 9 week mark period. Each test will be graded pass/ fail and count as approximately 5% of your mark period grade – with all tests comprising 20% of your mark period grade. You will play the test as a section – if the section passes, each member will earn 5%. If the section does not pass, each member must play one at a time to earn their 5%. No make up tests will be given. If you have an excused absence, you must bring me a specific note from a parent/guardian (not just the yellow slip from the attendance office) and you will be allowed to make up the test the next day in class. 
5. Should you fail a playing test your chair will be open to challenge within your own section. Challenge details are in the Student Expectations package.

6. All performances are required. As public performance represents the culmination of what you have learned – you must be on time and dressed in the appropriate concert clothes to earn full credit. In the event of a mark-period that does not contain a public performance, attitude and progress count as 70% of your grade.

7. Concert reviews –all music majors will be required to attend two concerts per semester and submit a one-page review for each. You can attend any MHSA performance in which you do not participate or any other off-campus concert. Reviews will be due at the end of the semester and will be factored in as 10% of your final exam grade.

Course expectations will be weighted as follows:

Performances


40%

Participation Points

20%

Attitude/Progress

20%
Playing Tests


20%

