SYLLABUS for MU841 
Comprehensive Musicianship for Wind, Brass and Percussion Majors
Year Long – 1 Credit

2009-2010

Sharie Garcia

Contact Hours:Mrs. Garcia is available each day 15 minutes before and after school, during 6th hour lunch, and during her hour 7/8 prep period.

Office Phone: Call 934-7163 to leave a voice mail message during the day 
Email: rathwesx@milwaukee.k12.wi.us 
Website: mhsarts.org

Class Meeting: MU841 takes place in Room 101 and Room 328 every day during Hour 2.
Prerequisite: Completion of the 8th grade and a successful audition at MHSA

COURSE DESCRIPTION


Musical ability is a great gift – one shared by only a small percentage of the world’s population. As a student at MHSA you have already demonstrated that you have this talent, something you should be very proud of. However, talent is only a tiny piece of the puzzle. Music 841 will help you to build a musical foundation that will support you as you put the rest of the pieces together. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Class will be divided into two main components: 
1. Instrumental Technique - using an achievement guideline for each mark period, we will work together to build your skill and confidence on your individual instrument.  

2. Music Theory - this component of the course is designed to expand your knowledge of the written musical language using a pencil and paper as well as computer format.
As time permits, we will also explore basic piano technique, composition, and orchestration.

COURSE TOPICS

1. Instrumental Technique: We will focus on major scales and a variety of exercises to improve your tone quality and technical ability. Testing will take place at the end of the IT week during class time – results will be posted so you can keep track of your progress. Skill tests will be graded pass/fail. Should you fail, you must make up the skill on your own time after school or on the designated ‘catch-up’ day (1 class hour per mark period will be dedicated to this purpose.) You will be given class time to practice for each skill test and will be graded on your use of this time. With daily, supervised practice and instruction on your instrument you will become a more technically proficient musician.

2. 
Music Theory: This component of the course is designed to expand your knowledge of the written musical language. You will learn about music theory using a variety of written assignments from your theory workbook and the software Practica Musica. We will begin to compose and arrange music using the Sibelius program and learn to play scales and simple tunes on the piano. There will be weekly quizzes, an achievement expectation for Practica Musica for each mark period, and regular piano tests.

COURSE FORMAT

With the understanding that sometimes we may need to adjust the schedule – we will spend a week at a time on each of the two main areas. The IT week classes will meet in room 101 – the MT week classes will meet in room 328

There will be class time given for instruction and individual attention – however, much of the work will be self-directed. Your own personal work ethic and use of class time will be the determining factor in your success in this music class.  Standards will be set, but you can work at your own pace. There is no upper limit to what you could learn!

All assignments from our work book are homework – following the lecture, you will complete each written assignment on your own time. 

All Practice Musica and Sibelius work MUST be completed in class. These two programs are ONLY available in the Rm 328 Music lab – you must plan and use your class time accordingly. If extra lab time becomes available before or after school, you will be notified. 

TEXT(S) AND REQUIRED SUPPLIES

Textbook: Superior Bands in Sixteen Weeks

Workbook: Fundamentals of Piano Theory – Levels 1 and 2

You must have your instrument, a pencil (NOT a pen), and your binder with your work book and textbook in class every day. Workbooks will be yours to keep. Your music theory fee (see attached letter) will cover the cost of your workbooks for the year – books must be replaced if lost ($5) Textbooks must be returned at the end of the semester and must be replaced ($9) if lost.

EVALUATION AND GRADING

Course content may be weighted as follows:
Technique Skill Tests
(IT)


35%

Written Work 
(Homework)


30%

Practica Musica/Silbelius (In-Class)

35%

Some mark periods may include more or less of each area and grade weights may change accordingly. Grades will be determined using a combination of progress, work ethic, written work, and music performance assessment.
Achievement charts for Technique will be posted in room 101. You are responsible for keeping your own Practica Musica checklist up to date. Be sure to Log In correctly each time so that the electronic record matches your own!

CLASSROOM RULES OF CONDUCT

All students must sign a Music Computer Lab use contract (please see our website for a copy of this contract) that remains valid while you are a student at MHSA. This room must be treated with the utmost respect – we are the only school in MPS to have such a facility and keeping it operational is a top priority. No food or drink of any kind is allowed – water bottles must be stored on the floor.
Students will use the practice rooms and room 101 for the Instrumental Technique portion of the class. No food or drink is allowed. Students are encouraged to bring a water bottle. Our room faces south and can be VERY warm in the fall and spring. Use of the practice rooms is a privilege – if you do not take advantage of this opportunity- you will find yourself working side by side with me in the bandroom. Please be respectful of the other musicians in your class and in our hallway and use the practice rooms accordingly.

