Welcome To AP U.S. Government – Fall / Spring 2010/2011
“All who have meditated on the art of governing mankind have been convinced that the fate of empires depends on the education of youth.”

Aristotle

“The educated control their fate. The uneducated are pawns of it”

Mr. Beaudet

Instructor: Mr. Beaudet 

Email: beaudeb@milwaukee.k12.wi.us.

Phone: (414)934-7125

Course Description: 

Overview: 
AP American Government is typically taught for one semester during the Fall. The course is taught using lecture, in class readings, and student projects and essays including a constitutional amendment project. Each day is started with a discussion of current political events as both an opening activity as well as a teacher directed tie-in with class material. The class requires a great deal of student commitment and outside work as the class is only a one-semester course. Additional reviews are offered on weekends in the weeks leading up to the AP exam. While optional, these review sessions are recommended. Regular class sessions meet 5 days per week for 50 minute periods.

Overall, the goal of the course is to provide an educated and critical electorate with a strong sense of civic duty. Students will gain an understanding of the history and processes of the American Government, as well as some of the issues that have arisen in our nation’s history and the present day and gain a sense of political efficacy.

Students are expected to watch news programming, read the Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel (paper or online), and follow the upcoming presidential race. Class discussions will include this material in our current events opener each day.

A Note About Advanced Placement:

AP classes are difficult, college-level courses. Students should expect to read a significant amount, and will have MUCH more homework than the regular classes. This class is meant to prepare you for the AP U.S. Government exam in May, but since the class only lasts the first semester, it is expected of all students that they prepare and study for the exam during the Spring semester. I will offer study and review sessions for students, but it should be made clear that students will need to be self disciplined and prepared to commit to studying and reviewing on their own as well. Because of the one-semester nature of the class, it is expected that students use the AP review books to study from and use as a resource during the semester without my telling them to do so.  Students who do not wish to commit to the demanding nature of the class should seek other options as they will most likely not pass AP. I take self motivation and student accountability VERY seriously.
AP courses are HARD, but the major benefit is that if you commit to meeting the course expectations, you will be well prepared for the AP exam and you will be at an advantage upon entering college, not only for the college credit, but also because you will have learned some very valuable note-taking, study, and writing skills, not to mention the self-discipline it takes to succeed at the university level.

Textbook: 

American Government Dilulio, John J. and Wilson, James Q.
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company. 2006

Student Guides: 

Cracking the AP U.S. Government & Politics Exam 2009-2010
I also HIGHLY recommend “Sparknotes 101 American Government” While it is not technically an AP prep book, it has very concise information in layman’s terms.
Additional Readings:

Bose, Meena and Dilulio, John J. Classic Ideas and Current Issues in American Government. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company. 2007

Lasser, William. Perspectives on American Politics. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company. 2004

Wasserman, Gary. Politics in Action: Cases in Modern American Government. 

Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company. 2006

Benedict, James A. and Ludlum, Daniel S. Advanced Placement United States Government and Politics. The Center for Learning

Benson, David G. and Wilson, James Q. Fast Track to a 5.

Evanston: McDougal Littell. 2006

Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel – Available online at www.jsonline.com
Additional readings will be provided to students as handouts. Newspaper and magazine articles will be added as applicable.

Course Planner and Student Activities:

This course is arranged by the chapters of American Government and focuses upon all themes designated by the AP Course Description.

Students are expected to complete vocabulary terms or worksheets for EVERY chapter, which are then kept in a review folder to study for the AP exam. Chapter tests or quizzes are given after every one or two chapters. These assessments are multiple choice, short answer, and essay. Essay questions are both free response and interpretive and usually ask students to defend or support a position. Students are given packets with the additional readings for each chapter. Document Based Questions are completed as homework or as in class exercises. Practice essays are provided and are expected as each chapter’s assessment.

Day one is spent as a general introduction to the course, class expectations, and a brief overview of the syllabus in addition to a Q&A session about previous knowledge about the United States Government (questions from INS Citizenship test.)

Day two is spent completing an instructor-led effective note-taking strategy lesson in preparation for the lecture component of the class.

Daily-Required Materials:

Textbook

Two-Pocket Folder

Pencils

Notebook

Blue or Black Pen

Previous night’s homework

Grading:

I take responsibility very seriously in regards to grades. YOU are responsible for the grade you achieve. I do not give grades, you earn them. Note that you will not pass if you do not attend class or complete homework. I feel no sympathy for students who do not put forth their best efforts always. 
Participation / Attendance = 1/3 of total

Tests and quizzes = 1/3 of total

Homework = 1/3 of total     *** See the separate handout regarding homework***

Class Participation = Extra points. ***See the separate handout regarding behavior***
Extra participation points are awarded for actively contributing to class discussions, offering your own, unique, insights, and for adding to other student’s understanding of the material. If you are close to the next highest grade, I will use participation to push it up if all homework assignments have been completed and you have no unexcused absences. I will NOT mark down for participation if you do not feel comfortable speaking out in class; however I will not bump up your grade. Simply put, participation can make a huge difference.

Class Rules: (Subject to change at my discretion)

-All absences MUST be excused – No exceptions. A yellow attendance slip is the ONLY acceptable  

 excuse. If I do not receive one within two days of an absence, it is considered unexcused. Period. You  

 are responsible for coming to me for make-up work and for getting class notes from classmates.

-No tardiness / sleeping in class– you will lose participation points if you do and may be assigned a 

 detention for repeated behavior.
-Raise your hand! I give every student an opportunity to share perspectives, but we will do so like adults 

 who respect each other.
-Remember to bring all materials every day.
-No food or soda in class. Hats, headsets, electronic devices, coats, hoodies, etc. are left 

 in your locker. Cell phones will be confiscated if I see or hear them. Students caught texting in class 

 will be immediately referred to an administrator.
-We will use a seating chart that may change at my discretion.
-Bathroom passes will be infrequent, kept to a minimum, and are for “emergencies” only. There is 

 plenty of time for bathroom breaks between classes. Disrupting instruction because class transitions are 

 unwisely used for socializing is unacceptable.
-Stay in your seats until the bell rings or unless directed by me for in-class activities. I 

 dismiss you, the bell does not.

- Class starts immediately when the bell rings. Be prepared to start. You can show me that you are 

 ready by always being alert, attentive, and quiet. 

-As always, be courteous and respectful of others

Homework Policy: Homework is due on the assigned date, which will be announced in class and posted on the board. No late homework will be accepted unless due to an excused absence. In that case, the student will turn in the assignment when he or she returns to class. Each student is responsible for his or her own work. *** See the separate handout regarding homework***

Course Planner and Student Activities:

Chapter One: Politics and political thinking.
What is political power? How is self-interest (economic choice ideals) a democratic ideal? How are people granted authority in a democracy? What actually IS democracy? How do the Marxist, Power Elite, Bureaucratic, and Pluralist views differ? Why/how do political ideas change over time?

Due: Read chapter 1

Practice essay: The text and class notes have concluded that politics is about the public interest rather than just the distribution of wealth, goods and services. Describe the Aristolean and Representative forms of democracy and explain which one is best able to serve the public interest.

Chapter Two: The Constitution

How did the Declaration of Independence set the tone for American Government? Where is power derived from according to the founding fathers? How did they feel the British Crown had violated their Inalienable rights? What was Shay’s rebellion and how did it “test” the federal government? Virginia v. New Jersey Plans. Great Compromise. Federalists v. Anti-federalists. How did the Constitution solve the problems of the Articles of Confederation? Bill of rights. Impact of the Rehnquist court. Chapter 1 and 2 test.

Due: Ch. 2 (16-45)

Tocqueville Constitutionalism…(APUSGP pp. 9-11)

Federalist No. 10, 47, 48, 51 (Lasser pp. 1-18)

Constitutional Amendment project assigned.

Practice essay: It can be argued that the value of freedom is actually in short supply as a basis for the U.S. Constitution. Explain how the Constitution actually limits democracy and individual freedoms. Explain why you believe the writers of the Constitution may have done this.

Chapter Three: Federalism

How do states and the federal government interact? How did the “necessary and proper” clause give the federal government more power? What is the impact of nullification? Dual federalism. Grants and federal aid to states. What is the impact of devolution?

Due: Ch. 3 (49-73)

Federalism in Education (Wasserman, pp. 15-23)

McCulloch v. Maryland (Bose & Dilulio pp.70-76)

Constitution / Federalism ( Fast Track…pp. 47-68)

Practice essay: Explain what devolution is and why it is a feature of American politics today. Explain why some might argue that this is a good or a bad thing (either / or).

Chapter Four: Political Culture

What is meant by the term political culture? Where do political sensibilities come from? In class political identification activity. What is the role of economics on political identity? Civic duty v. civic competence. Religion, orthodoxy, and progressivism. Why is there noticeable mistrust of the government in the U.S.? Why is tolerance important in American political life? Chapter 3 and 4 test.

Due: Ch. 4 (76-96)

Political Culture (Fast Track…pp. 79-84)

Political Identification poll assignment

Culture War? The Myth of a Polarized America. (Bose pp. 154-164)

Practice essay: Do we live in a tolerant society? Defend your answer.

Chapter Five: Civil Liberties
Due process, equal protection, selective incorporation, and freedom of expression and religion. Do we have a right to free speech in the wake of 9/11? How do we define “clear” and “present” danger? Establishment clause: does it violate free speech?

Due: Ch. 5 (98-114)

Freedom of Speech and Campus Speech Codes (Wasserman pp. 39-46)

DBQ – Terrorism and the Limits of the Law (Lasser pp. 94-98)

Brandenburg v. Ohio (Bose pp. 526-528)

Practice essay: Does freedom of speech apply to students at MHSA? Why are the rights of young people limited in our society?

Chapter Six: Civil Rights

How do liberties and rights differ? How did the separate but equal doctrine subvert civil rights for so long? Desegregation v. integration. How did democrats shift views on civil rights and African-Americans? (Interpreting chart on p. 139) How does the judiciary impact civil rights legislation? Earl Warren. Plessy v. Ferguson, Brown v. Board of Education, Roe v. Wade, Bowers v. Hardwick. Affirmative action be ended? Bill of Rights project presentations. Chapter 5 and 6 test.
Due: Ch. 6 (125-152)

Brown v. Board of Education (Lasser pp. 113-116)

Affirmative Action – Don’t Mend or End it – Bend it. (Lasser pp. 122-126)

DBQ – Fourth Amendment: Search and Seizure ( APUGP pp. 95-98)

Practice essay: Identify and explain some of the problems surrounding the Brown v. Board of Education decision. What aspects were particularly controversial and/or complicated in its implementation? What problems emerged as a result?

Chapter Seven: Public Opinion

What is socialization? How does your family affect your political views? How does government assess public opinion? Interpreting public opinion polls. Sampling. Generation gap (interpreting graphs pg. 159). What is liberalism / what is conservatism? Which side of the political fence do you identify with?  

Due: Ch. 7 (155-176)

Sampling Public Opinion (APUSGP pp. 23-24)

Public Opinion and Political Beliefs (Fast Track…pp. 89-94)

The Other War Room (Lasser pp. 168-174)

Abortion and Public Opinion (Wasserman pp. 49-57)

Practice essay: Identify and explain three broad categories of opinion that enable one to distinguish between liberals and conservatives. How do liberals and conservatives differ in their opinions in these categories? 

Chapter Eight: Political Participation

Why vote when it makes no sense (Economic decision making activity). Voting in the past. Selective service and voting. How do we register to vote and why? Who participates in elections? Wag the Dog Movie clip. What is the role of activism? (Interpreting graphs pg. 193) Voting and the ballot. MTV and the youth vote. Chapter 7 and 8 test.

Due: Ch. 8 (178-196)

Political Participation (Fast Track pp. 100-105)

News Activity: Do you pay attention to polls? Television news and political polls.

The Responsible Electorate  (Bose pp. 167-171)

Engaging Youth: Combating the Apathy of Young Americans (Bose pp. 195-206)

Practice essay: Knowing that voter turnout is on the decline in the United States, formulate a strategy for increasing voter turnout. Be sure to consider target groups, legal requirements, and electoral procedures. 

Chapter Nine: Political Parties

Founding of the party system. The Jacksonians. Why do political parties rise and fall? Where do parties come from? Populism and reform. What is the role of political campaigns in the election process? What is a political machine? Political ideology and solidarity. Two party system and the minor parties. 2000 election and Ralph Nader. Fighting Bob LaFollette. Primaries. How is a presidential candidate selected? 

Due: Ch. 9 (198-229)

Towards a More Responsible Two-Party System (Lasser pp. 229-234)

Breaking the Two-Party Monopoly (Lasser pp. 244-250)

Political Parties (Fast Track…pp. 122-127)

Practice essay: Explain why American political parties are relatively weak and formulate a strategy to strengthen them for the presidential selection process in particular.

Chapter Ten: Elections and Campaigns

What is the difference between presidential and congressional campaigns? Why do incumbents seem to always get re-elected? What is the role of PACs? Malapportionment and Gerrymandering.  Tom Delay and Texas. How is the 2008 election shaping up? Primaries v. General campaigns and elections. Television debates – Kennedy and Nixon.  Campaign finance: where does the money come from? The Florida vote-count. McCain-Feingold campaign finance reform. controversy. 527s. Voting on the issues. What’s the deal with the Electoral College? What ultimately decided elections? Chapter 9 and 10 test.

Due: Ch. 10 (231-263)

Parties and Technology (Wasserman pp. 73-82)

Elections and Campaigns (Fast Track…pp. 111-116)

Even with Campaign Finance Law, Money Talks Louder (Bose, pp. 300-303)

Practice essay: Explain how political scientists believe the issue of “the economy” figures into voting in presidential elections. What is meant by the phrase “it’s the economy, stupid” when we talk about politics?

Chapter 11: Interest Groups

What are interest groups? Why join? What are some of the most active interest groups? Single-issue, unions, environmental, religious. What is the impact of interest groups on politicians and public policy? Why do THEIR voices get heard? Regulation. Chapter 11 quiz.

Due: Ch. 11 (pp. 265-290)

Interest Groups (Fast Track…pp. 133-138)

Practice essay: Interest groups have acquired a fairly negative reputation in the United States. Knowing what you know from the text and class discussions, identify at least three chief complaints against them and either defend this negative image as accurate or respond to the charges in defense of interest groups.

Chapter 12: The Media and Democracy

Freedom of speech and journalism. Op-eds. What is the role of the media in our democracy? Watchdogs. Who is keeping the gatekeepers? Print, television, internet. Valerie Plame affair. How does selective attention impact public opinion? Activity – Today in Washington DVD. TV Clip – The Simpsons (Mayor Quimby). Activity – Class news report. 9/11 reporting and the push for war.

Due: Ch. 12 (pp. 291-311)

Media and the Lewinsky Scandal (Wasserman pp. 98-109)

Mass Media (Fast Track…pp. 144-155)

Spin Cycle: How the White House and the Media Manipulate the News (Bose, pp. 322-332)

Media research Center Report: The Liberal Media (2004) (Bose, pp. 339-352)

Media News Evaluation

Practice essay: Is the American media a check against abuse of power, or a hindrance to achieving American goals by undermining the business of running our government. Defend your answer.

Chapter 13: Congress

Does congress represent us, the people? Benefits of bicameralism. Senate and House structure. Committees. How does a bill become a law? (School House Rock) Floor debates and filibusters. Mr. Smith Goes to Washington clip. The impact of seniority.

The impact of leadership. Sources of congressional power. Limits on Congressional power.

Due: Ch. 13 (pp. 312-366)

Congress (Fast Track…pp. 155-168)

Federalist #55 & 57 (Lasser pp. 258-263)

What the American Public wants Congress to Be. (Lasser pp. 265-273)

Senate Grassroots. (Wasserman, pg. 118)

Practice essay: A democratic government is based on the idea that the will of the people prevails. Does congress act in this way? Consider elections to congress, how congress functions, and the voting behavior of individuals in congress.

Chapter 14: The Presidency

The president in the Constitution: where does his power start and end? The views of presidential power.What is the role of the White House Staff? The declining influence of the Cabinet. The president and public opinion. Teddy Roosevelt and the modern presidency. When does the President have the power to say no? Vetos. The Vice-presidency. Dick Cheney and a new powerful role. Impeachment: Andrew Johnson & Bill Clinton. In class Essay: Presidential power since Wilson. (eval. of foreign intervention) Chapter 14 test.

Due: Ch. 14 (pp. 367-408)

The Presidency (Fast Track…pp.169-175)

9/11 (Wasserman, pp.128-140)

Presidential Power and the Modern Presidents. (Bose, pp.415-423)

DBQ – Federalist #70 (Bose, pp.405-407)

Practice essay: Knowing that the power of the presidency is a hot issue, explain the concept of the “imperial presidency” and whether or not the founders intended to make the congress the “first branch” of government. Do you believe that congress or the presidency is more powerful? Explain your answer.

Chapter 15: American Bureaucracy

What make the American bureaucracy unique? Why are appointments so controversial (examination of merit v. spoils system)? What is the “buddy system?” Personal attributes of bureaucrats. How are bureaucracies kept in check? What is the role of congressional oversight? Use of legislative veto. What is “Red Tape?”  Chapter 15 quiz.
Due: Ch. 15 pp. 410-436

DBQ – Bureaucracy (Max Weber) (Lasser pp. 321-324)

The Bureaucracy (Fast Track…pp.182-187)

 The Columbia and Challenger Disasters (Wasserman pp. 143-154)

Practice Essay: Presidents complain about the inability to control the bureaucracy. Is this complaint justified? What problems does a president encounter when dealing with the bureaucracy? What are the causes of these problems?

 Chapter 16: American Judiciary

What is the role of the judiciary in American government? Judicial review, Strict-constructionist, and activism from the bench. Marbury v. Madison. The judiciary and the question of slavery. FDR attempts to “pack” the supreme court. States v. Federal rights. What is the structure of the federal court system? Selecting a judge: Senatorial courtesy and the litmus test. Legal terms. Types of suits. Opinions and dissent. Why do judges voice dissent in such a thorough fashion for highly political cases? How does the Supreme Court make policy? In class Essay: What is your view of judicial activism? What is the role of public opinion? In-Class Mock Trial. (Case materials provided by the Wisconsin State Bar). Chapter 16 Test.
Due: Ch. 16 pp. 437-466

In-Class Mock Trial

The Federal Courts (Fast Track…pp. 192-201)

Federalist # 78 (Bose, pp. 490-494)

Marbury v. Madison (Bose, pp. 501-504)

A Matter of Interpretation: Federal Courts and the Law (Bose, pp. 505-509)

Practice essay: The Supreme Court is the most powerful authority in the judicial branch, but it hears very few cases. Discuss the legal, political, and self-imposed restrictions which make it difficult for cases to make it to the Supreme Court. What are the purposes of these restrictions? 

Chapter 17: Policy Making

What is “setting the agenda?” Who gets to decide? Does the elite dominate policy making? What is the role of the media in putting issues on the table? What is pork barrel legislation and what impact does this have on policy? Logrolling? What is the role of interest groups on policy (In class discussion: Energy legislation and the energy industry). Why are the elderly such a powerful group? / Social Security. In class Evaluation essay: Defense contracts and the Iraq war. 
Due: Ch. 17 pp. 467-490

Policy Making ( Fast Track…pp. 202-211)

Nine Misconceptions about Social Security (Lasser pp. 382-387)

Domestic Policy (Lasser, pp. 377-381)

Practice essay: Explain why the government adds new issues to its agenda and adopts new programs when there is little public demand. Going back to our argument that government should serve the public interest, what do believe is the benefit (if there is one) to the public good?

Chapter 18: Economic Policy

Covered in the Economics portion of the American Government & Economics student option.

Chapter 19: Social Welfare

Does government have a responsibility to look after the weakest members of society? What levels of regulation are too much? Environmental policy and human health and safety. Religion, social services, and the division of church and state. The means test. What is the difference between insurance and assistance programs? AFDC, Earned Income Tax Credit and client welfare. What is the difference between client politics and majoritarian politics? Why do we have Medicare and Medicaid? The Wisconsin example. Chapter 17 and 19 test.

Due: Ch. 19 pp. 491-528

Domestic Policy: Social Welfare and the Environment (Fast Track…pp. 223-234)

Practice essay: Defend or decry the use of federal funds for religious institutions. What are the chief arguments both for and against this use of taxpayer money.

Chapter 20: Foreign and Military Policy

What is the role of government in dealing with other nations? How do we decide do go to war? The Military budget and domestic trade-offs. Analyzing data: U.S. Military spending. 9/11, Michael Moore, and conspiracies debunked. War Powers Act. Limits on Presidential power and the congressional declaration of war. Worldviews – Isolationism, Containment, Disengagement, and Human rights. How do we balance the welfare of foreign nationals and American sacrifices on their behalf? The problems involved in fighting terrorism. Chapter 20 Test.
Due: Ch. 20 pp. 529-558

9/11 Commission Report – an illustrated guide (Slate@MSN.com)

Foreign and Military Policy (Fast Track…pp.235-246)

Practice essay: If you were president of the United States, how would you go about making a major shift in U.S. foreign policy to ensure success? Compare your strategy to the Bush 43 strategy in gearing up for the U.S. – Iraq war after the September 11th, 2001 attacks on the U.S.

Semester Close: Review and Practice

Practice Tests 1 & 2 (Fast Track…)

Final Reviews last one week, in addition to the morning and weekend review sessions.

Homework / Behavior Policy : 2010 – 2011
Instructor: Mr. Beaudet

Email: beaudeb@milwaukee.k12.us.edu

Phone: (414)418-3951

Economics

Honors Economics

U.S. Government

AP U.S. Government

Purpose: All homework assignments are designed to reinforce classroom content and to give students practice using skills or subject matter obtained during classroom lectures, activities, or media. Students who complete homework assignments are better prepared for class discussion, remember content better, and perform significantly better on quizzes, tests, and exams than students who do not. Additionally, homework will comprise a significant portion of the semester grade.

Homework Weight: Homework is worth 1/3 of the semester grade. Missing even a few assignments will have a negative impact on a student’s grade.

Homework Quality: Homework assignments usually will not take more than 15 minutes per night (except for Honors and AP courses). Students are expected to make an effort to complete assignments as completely and correctly as possible and should be able to discuss their work in class. Students are expected to refer to the class text for answers if they do not know them. Unanswered questions and wrong answers are counted against the homework grade. Any questions about what is expected should be asked when the assignment is given in class. I have found that students who make the effort to do well on their assignments feel much better about the class as a whole and are very confident before tests.

A note on Academic Honesty: Students are encouraged to work together and learn cooperatively if they wish to do so. However, homework assignments are to be completed individually unless otherwise directed. Copied homework, sharing assignments by “breaking them up” into sections and plagiarized writing is easily identifiable and will not be tolerated. Students who engage in academically dishonest behavior will be disciplined appropriately which may include detentions, referrals, and suspensions. Students who cheat in college are kicked out of school. They take it seriously; so do I. 

Time Allotted for Assignments: Unless otherwise directed, all assignments are due the following class meeting date. 

Late Assignments: Late assignments are not accepted without a valid excuse or unless a students asks permission via a conversation with me. This is how adults handle missing deadlines. I have found that students who do not like their grades will often ask to “make-up” missing work at the end of a mark period or semester. While other teachers will sometimes permit this, I absolutely will NOT. Don’t bother asking. 
Make-up Work: Per MPS rules, students are given two days to make up missing assignments or tests following an absence. Absences for performances or fieldtrips are NOT exempt from this policy. The students with the best track records in this area are those who stop by even on days they will not be in class, or the day before, to get their materials and therefore never fall behind. Students are responsible for making up missed tests and for picking up, completing, and delivering any missed work within the allotted time. All tests and homework assignments are posted on the class calendar for students to determine if they are missing work after an absence. Students are encouraged to consult with me following an absence to make sure he or she is able to get up to speed as soon as possible. Students are also encouraged to get class notes from classmates. If an absence is expected, students or parents are encouraged to call or see me ahead of time in order to get work in advance. In all cases, I will do my best to make reasonable accommodations when needed.

Student Responsibilities: Students are responsible for completing assignments on time and to the best of their abilities. Any student who is in need of extra instruction or has questions or concerns about their class performance should come and see me as soon as possible. Students are in control of their own performance and should expect grades which reflect their understanding of the class material and their effort. I expect students to commit to their educations. Don’t underestimate your ability to do well! I have had students who have had to work hard and are very proud of the high marks they have received, but I have also had very bright students, who had a natural understanding of the material, fail because of poor effort. You should take 100% of the credit for successes, but also must take 100% of the responsibility for your failures. 

As I like to say in class, no employer in the world will allow you to keep your job if you only perform part of the time. In that respect, I truly believe that every student can be, and should strive to be, an A student. If you never give up on my class by consistently performing to the best of your abilities, I will never give up on you and I will provide you with as much or as little support as you need including working through my free periods or staying after school. 
Parent Responsibilities: Parents are encouraged to support their child’s efforts to complete assignments as assigned. Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns. My door is always open to discuss ways to help your child succeed or if you just would like to chat about your child’s performance.
Teacher Responsibilities: I will ensure that students are given a positive learning environment and are exposed to effective instruction every day. I will do my best to help students succeed academically and offer my spare time should students need extra help with class material. I will send progress reports home four times per semester. My primary concern is for the academic success of every student and I will make every reasonable effort to assist students. 
For the students: Even though I am considered a “tough” teacher, I am here for you to help you grow into a mature, responsible adult. One of my greatest joys is seeing you grow throughout the year especially as artists at MHSA. I will attend any art performance, show, or event a students asks me to attend. My wife likes to come too!!!
Classroom Behavior Policy 2008-2009

Purpose: Maintaining a positive learning environment is essential to educating our students and is a priority in my classes. Students who are exposed to a respectful, organized, and positive classroom perform better academically and enjoy learning more. My students are aware of my desire to treat them as the mature, responsible adults that they are becoming. My wish is that I never have to discipline any student, but it should be understood that any discipline used is in the child’s best interest and should not be interpreted as mean-spirited. Typically, I will always try to resolve any issue directly with the student before involving parents or administrators unless the violation requires a more serious response. For the benefit of all students, my expectations are as follows:

Expectations and consequences:

1) Students must be in class, in their seats, and ready to start learning when the bell rings. Learning is why we are all here!

· Being late to class will reduce your attendance / participation points by one half for each day they are late. Students who are tardy to class two times will receive a detention. Students who have a good reason for their late arrival must have appropriate written documentation in the form of a late arrival form or a hall pass. This is non-negotiable, however I will use my discretion as needed.

2) Cell phones and other electronic devices are disruptive during class and lead to distraction. Per MPS rules, they are not allowed in class. I do not enjoy being put in the position where I have to discipline students on this issue, so I do not wish to see them or hear them.

· Cell phones and electronic devices: If I see or hear them, I will confiscate them. The first offense will result in a teacher-student conference. A second offense will result in the item being submitted to the school administration. I understand that many parents also feel strongly about the cell phone issue, but I am bound by the rules. Do NOT take it personally.

3) Class discussions in my classes can be controversial, or deal with issues important to students so many students may wish to speak up in class. However, talking out of turn or engaging in excessive chatter is distracting and disrupts the learning environment. Talking beyond a reasonable amount, as communicated by the instructor, is not allowed. RAISE YOUR HAND IF YOU WISH TO SPEAK!!!!!!! We will handle discussions as a group and like adults. As most of my students are seniors, I will expect nothing less!

· Excessive talking, chatting, or other disruptive communication (passing notes) will result in a student – teacher conference as a warning. Any subsequent violations will result in detentions being given or in an administration referral for more serious offenses. Individuals or groups may be disciplined as a result of ignoring this policy.

4) Respect! I will treat all students with the respect they deserve. Students are required to be respectful of me and other students. Abusive behavior, cursing, or otherwise disrespectful behavior will NOT be tolerated at any level. I am very serious about maintaining a respectful environment and students who engage in disrespectful behaviors will be disciplined. This is non-negotiable.

· Respect for others is a non-negotiable in my classroom. Students will maintain a respectful environment in my classroom or will be referred to administration. Students who wish to voice complaints or grievances may do so with me during my prep-periods, but class-time is not an appropriate place for these discussions. Conferences with administration and/or parents will be scheduled should the need arise. 

5) Food, drink, and dress – Food and drink are not allowed at any time unless I specifically permit it. Students’ dress must not be a disruption or in any way lessen the overall instructional process. Shorts and skirts must be a respectable length, shirts must not be too revealing or have offensive or crude print on them. Hoodies and hats are not allowed.

· Students who violate the food and drink policy will be warned verbally and will be given detentions for repeated violations. Students who violate the dress code will be given the opportunity to correct the violation or will be referred to administration as needed.

6) Sleeping. I understand that teenagers have many responsibilities that may limit their sleep time, however the classroom is not the place for it. Not only do students miss out on the class material, they become a distraction for others. When students sleep in class, there is usually something irregular going on, whether it be substance abuse, simply too many hours spent at a job, or just hanging out to the point where you are losing sleep. If your academic performance loses out to those activities, it tells me that major behavior changes are needed, hence the seemingly heavy consequences.

· Students who sleep in my classes will be woken and warned. After the first incident, students who are inattentive in class will not earn attendance / participation points for the day and will almost certainly receive an administrator referral. 

Please keep in mind that rules may be added as needed and that these rules and consequences are subject to change at my or administration’s discretion. 

Rewards:

Students who adhere to the above policies will be rewarded with a positive learning experience, but will also be given favorable treatment if they are near the next highest grade if they are also completing all assignments and are following the attendance requirements referenced in the class syllabus.  

Homework / Behavior Policy Agreement

Instructor: Mr. Beaudet

I understand that homework is an important part of my learning. I will do my best to complete the assignments in a timely manner and to the best of my ability. I understand that if I do not complete assignments that this could impact my grades for this particular subject.

Student Name (print):____________________________________________________

Student Signature ____________________________________ Date: _____________

I understand that the homework policy is intended to help my child succeed academically and will support my child in his or her efforts to do his or her very best work.

Parent Signature _____________________________________ Date: _____________

As the classroom teacher, I will support student learning and maintain an effective instructional environment. I will notify students, parents, and administrators of any concerns I may have regarding student performance.

Teacher Signature ____________________________________ Date: _____________

As the school administrator, I will support the student, parent, and teacher in efforts to maintain an effective communication process on homework. 

Administrator Signature _______________________________ Date: _____________
