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Dance Levels 5 - 6 Syllabus

Teachers: Ms. Jordan 
Length: Two Semesters Two Periods Per Day 

Rooms: Large and Small Dance Studios

Text  - 5-6 Folder

All students are provided with a folder including most of the instructional handouts that they will need for the year.

Course Description

Dance levels 5 - 6 focus on developing the experienced dancer in several areas. This level is considered a pre-professional training program. All students at this level are expected to perform at a high degree of technical proficiency. The technical focus is on ballet, modern and jazz dance, with the inclusion of other techniques on a workshop basis. These include tap, improvisation, composition, and academic work. The coursework culminates in the students’ performance in the student dance concert and juried examinations before the entire dance department faculty. Students are expected to participate in class as young pre-professionals.

Grade Policy  

Your grades are calculated based on what percentage of class time is spent on the various topics and the value assigned to homework, projects and written tests.

Class Format

The class is taught in a standard dance format including warm-up, center, and across the floor.  Most instruction takes place through teacher demonstration of dance steps and combinations. Academic work is taught on select days and students are expected to sit attentively on the studio floor with their folder and a writing utensil.

Code Read

To support the literacy initiative at MHSA dancers will spend the first 20 minutes of each Wednesday reading. Students will alternate between reading for personal enjoyment with reading assignments related to dance. Students will have appropriate reading materials available on days where personal reading occurs.
Methods of Assessment

Students are assessed on their performance of taught dance warm-ups, center skills and across the floor combinations. Assessment is mainly through teacher observation based on the technique rubric of the dance department. Students are also assessed with written quizzes, tests and exams. In order to be promoted to the next level of dance students must pass a juried performance examination, which is observed by all dance faculty members.

Written Assignments and Journals

Both written and performance based assignments are given. Late assignments will be accepted within reason with a negative effect on your grade. Extra credit is available as service projects for the dance department. All dance students are expected to do weekly journal entries as described in their handout on journal writing.

Final Exams

Students take a performance exam in ballet and jazz/modern dance as well as a written exam. 

Incomplete Grades

Incomplete grades are assigned only as a result of illness or injury and must be remedied in accordance with MPS policy.

Tutoring
Practice time is made available after school as the schedule allows. Open studio is an after school time for practice. The Community Learning Center is expected to offer open studio on selected days of the week.

Plagiarism/Academic Dishonesty

Any students papers discovered which include plagiarized material will be given a failing grade. All students are expected to complete their own work.

Policies regarding medical excuses from class, attendance, tardiness, dress code, procedures and other class requirements are contained in your student contract, dress code sheet, and medical policy.
MILWAUKEE HIGH SCHOOL OF THE ARTS

DEPARTMENT OF DANCE  DRESS POLICY

Each student must have at least two sets of dance clothes so that one may be laundered while the other is being worn. All dance equipment must be at school by the second day of class (level 1/2 by the second week)!

Dance apparel for girls:
· solid color leotard (tank, short or long sleeve)


· Flesh colored tights - pink, light tan, tan, or dark tan (required for ballet)

· biker shorts or black tights (acceptable but not required for modern and jazz)

· ballet technique shoes (not footies or exercise slippers)

· sports bra (if necessary) no bra straps hanging out no underwear showing.

· Pointe shoes for levels 7 - 12


Dance apparel for boys:
· plain fitted t shirt or tank no baggy shirts     (no pictures or words, not turned inside out)

· solid colored heavy duty men’s tights (required for ballet),  and biker shorts (acceptable for jazz and modern) 

· ballet technique shoes (black or white)

· dance belt

SWEAT PANTS OF ANY TYPE WILL NOT BE ALLOWED.  

T-SHIRTS AND SWEATSHIRTS ARE ALSO PROHIBITED.

· Long hair must be worn off the face and neck, and secured tightly. No bangs on the face are allowed. Hair must be worn in a bun for ballet class. Short hairstyles must be worn completely off of the face as well. Use hairbands or clips to keep all hair off of the face.

· Tight fitting dance warm ups may be worn if the temperature is cold

· Only stud earrings may be worn in class.   No other jewelry is acceptable!!!!  We recommend that valuable jewelry not be worn at school.  Theft does occur! The school cannot be responsible for stolen articles.

· Bring deodorant, shampoo, baby wipes and soap. (no glass containers).

· Do not share your lock or locker.

· Students must mark every item of dance apparel in some permanent, visible manner.  

PURCHASING DANCE SUPPLIES

The Dance Department does offer dance clothing which can be ordered. All purchases must be pre-paid before the orders will be placed. For pricing please see the dance clothing order form.

These stores offer dance clothing in the Milwaukee area.

Trep-Art Theatrical - Trep Art has odd hours so please call them before going to the store to be sure that they are open.13895 W. North Ave. - 786-8868

Dunham’s Sporting Goods is an excellent place for male dancers to get biker shorts or biking tights. 

Online Stores - Discount Dance Supply and Dance Distributors are excellent sources of dance apparel. Be sure that you are careful when ordering shoes as sizing ballet shoes can be difficult.
Dance Clothing Order Form

Clothing does not have to be ordered from MHSA. These prices are very reasonable but if you can find a better deal or a great sale go for it.

All dance students should have at least two sets of dance clothing (one pair of each type of shoes).

No orders will be placed unless they are pre-paid.

Individual items may also be ordered on the back of this form

Student Name 







    Dance Level    


Female Students Complete Packages (2 sets of clothing)

2 Leotards $40    
Small

Medium

Large

2 Tights $20
Small

Medium

Large           Color _______________








        (pink, light tan, tan, dark tan)

1 Ballet Shoes $15     street shoe size 



Total package for Female Students Levels 1 - 2 $70 – Reflects a $5 Package Discount 

(Without Jazz Shoes)

Slip on Jazz Shoes  $25    street shoe size


Required for levels 3 and up.

Total Package for Female students Levels 3 - 9 $95 – reflects a $5 Package Discount (With Jazz Shoes)

Female students also need appropriate support wear. A black sports bra is recommended. These are available at most department stores.

Male Students Complete Packages (2 sets of clothing)
2 Biker Shorts $20     Small
  Medium
Large

2 Fitted Tanks $5       Small             Medium        
Large

2 Dancebelts $30       Small
  Medium        
Large

(supporter)

Ballet Shoes $15     street shoe size 



Total package for Male Students $65 – Reflects a $5 Package Discount 

(Without Jazz Shoes)

Slip on Jazz Shoes  $25    street shoe size



Required for levels 3 and up.

Total package for Male Students $90 – Reflects a $5 Package Discount 

(With Jazz Shoes)

Individual Items

Leotard $20    


Small

Medium
Large

Tights $10


Small

Medium
Large           

Color _______________








        
(pink, light tan, tan, dark tan, black)

Women’s Ballet Shoes $15  
 street shoe size 



Slip on Jazz Shoes  $25        
street shoe size


Biker Shorts $10     

Small
  Medium
Large

Men’s Ballet Shoes $15        
street shoe size 



Men’s Fitted Tanks $3       
Small       Medium        Large

Men’s Dancebelt $15

Small
     Medium        Large

