Communications Media

Teacher: Ms. Tobin
Room:  211  
Phone Number: 414-934-7151

Email: tobinl@milwaukee.k12.wi.us
Class Website:  http://sites.google.com/site/mstobinsclasses

Course Description

In this course, students will examine various aspects of the media – television, radio, film, newspapers, magazines, the Internet, and other technologies. Students will be required to critically evaluate media, often in writing, and make judgments about audience, intent, effectiveness of message, etc. to increase their own media literacy. Students will also be asked to research the history and social impact of various media to understand how and why media is created.
Course Objectives

By the end of this class students should be able to do the following:
· Apply the writing process to create and critique writing composed in a variety of situations.

· Evaluate oral messages for accuracy, logic, and usefulness

· Develop and apply criteria to evaluate various media messages

· Evaluate the impact of market factors on the effectiveness of media production and distribution

· Evaluate audience feedback on the clarity, form, effectiveness, technical achievement, and aesthetic appeal of media work

· Identify and evaluate main ideas and key points from various perspectives concerning individual, community, national, and world issues

· Develop and articulate orally and in writing, defensible points of view reflected in fiction and non-fiction text

· Select a variety of informational text to analyze and synthesize concepts and details, apply logic and reasoning and integrate information from multiple sources to critique effectiveness, reliability and authenticity of text

· To become familiar with film terminology and cinematic effects

· To become familiar with the history of film

· Develop strategies to analyze films

· Examine connections between film and literary analysis

Materials

· 1 ½ inch binder with dividers—this binder should be for this course only

· loose leaf paper—college rule

· pens—blue or black only
· Poster board (white or colored) for use in group projects

· 5 file folders for portfolio work

· Highlighters

· 1box of tissue
· 1 pack of computer paper

· Colored pencils or markers

Optional Supplies that may come in handy

· Post Its

· Pencil case

· Flash drives are HIGHLY recommended—They can be used beyond this specific class.
Assessment

Formative assessment is done throughout the semester, using the student’s essays, binders, journals, participation in class discussions, tests, quizzes, and any additional assignments.  

· Points are earned for each assignment, essay, test, or project.  I calculate grades using a total points system.

· To figure percentage, divide the total points earned by the total points possible.  

· Extra credit is added to the total points earned and not to the total points possible.
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Grading Scale
	90-100
	A

	80-89
	B

	70-79
	C

	60-69
	D

	0-59
	U


Remember:

Grades are not given – they are earned.

Late Policy

· Assignments must be turned in at the beginning of class on the day they are due.

· Assignments will be marked down one full letter grade than what they could have earned for each day it is late.

· If a student does not turn an assignment in by the third day (by then the most he or she can earn is a D), I will not accept it.

· Students participating in school related activities—performances, field trips, etc.—will be allowed to turn in work late without penalty, with the time allotted according to the days missed.

· Missing a film due to tardiness or absence will create significant obstacles in your study as you will need to secure the film from another source (library, video store, etc.).

Tardies:

After 3 tardies you will be assigned an hour detention after school (no fun).  On the rare occasion that you are late, please enter the classroom with respect for the learning environment, both your classmates and myself appreciate this.  No blue pass, no excuses!

Absences
Follow school procedure to have absences excused.

Check the homework corner to see what you missed.  Go to the handout box and grab necessary handouts.  See me for questions.  You have two days per absence to make up daily homework, and one week to make up a test or quiz. For assignments that have a due date well in advance, you are responsible for turning it/ making up on the day you return to school. Write ABSENT across all work turned in.  It is solely your responsibility to immediately get caught up on all work missed.
Please be warned: “My printer ran out of ink,” “My hard drive crashed,” and other such excuses fall on deaf ears (they are the modern-day equivalent of “The dog ate my homework” and work about as well in this class).  I highly recommend a flash-drive on which to back up your coursework.

PLEASE NOTE…

WE VIEW A NUMBER OF FILMS IN CLASS THAT ARE IN LINE WITH OUR CURIRICULUM AND VALUABLE TO CLASS WORK AND ASSESSMENTS.  SHOULD A STUDENT MISS A PART OF A FILM, OR A FILM IN ITS’ ENTIRITY, 

IT IS THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY TO PROCURE AND VIEW THE FILM ON HIS OR HER OWN TIME.

ALL MOVIES ARE AVAILABLE AT LOCAL VIDIO RENTAL STORES, NETFLIX, HULU.COM, YOUTUBE.COM, OR AT THE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 

Ms. Tobin’s Classroom Expectations

We are here to learn.  While you are in this room I expect you to take pride in yourself, your actions, and the work you do.  I also expect for you to engage in self-discipline and use your best judgment at all times.  Behavior that interferes with your own learning, the learning of others, the learning environment of this classroom, or my ability to teach will NOT be tolerated.  The following are my expectations and policies for classroom behavior:

· Respect yourself and others.  Put-downs, insults, or inappropriate language will not be tolerated.

· Be present and on time. Be in your seat when the bell rings and DO NOT pack up early.

· Come to class prepared every day—textbook, binder, notebook, pen/pencil, etc.

· No eating in class.  Crumbs=food for bugs and rodents.  Bugs and rodents are gross.

· NO ELECTRICAL DEVICES!  I enforce the MPS cell phone policy and I do not allow ipods or any musical entertainment equipment in my classroom.  If I see them, I will confiscate them.

· Please attend to personal needs before you come to class.  This includes restroom visits, locker visits, grooming, and drinks of water. You will be given two emergency passes each quarter.  When they are gone, they are gone.  However, if you do not use one or both of your passes they may be used for extra credit at the end of the quarter.

· Readings and assignments are to be completed before the beginning of class.

· Do your own work.  School policies regarding academic integrity will be strictly enforced.

· Students must inform me prior to any anticipated absences and always provide a written excuse.  

· Absences are your responsibility and thus the work you missed while out.  

· Make up work should be placed in my hands to eliminate any problems. 

· Put your best effort into everything you do.  

· Participate in class readings and discussions—your perspective is unique and should be shared with everyone.

· Please come to me if you have any questions or concerns.  I am here to help you do your best.

In addition, all MHSA rules and policies are enforced.

Acknowledgment of Course Overview and Expectations

This course overview is intended to give the student and parent an overview of the course and its expectations.  I am here to help your child succeed in this course.  If you have any questions or concerns regarding this course or my expectations, please contact me.  I look forward to working with you and your child this school year.

Please read the attached course overview and expectations and sign below, acknowledging the expectations and policies of this course.

Student Name (please print)________________________________________

Student Signature_________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature_________________________________________

Date______________________________

Best method and time to reach you__________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Please list any comments or questions:

