Milwaukee High School of the Arts

Introduction to Creative Writing/ English 9
9th Grade

Semesters: 2

2 Hour Block

Teacher: Ms. Tobin

Phone: (414) 934-7151

Email: tobinl@milwaukee.k12.wi.us
Class Website:  http://sites.google.com/site/mstobinsclasses
Course Description:  The central purpose of this course is to expand students’ foundational skills in all communication arts. Reading, writing, listening, discussing, speaking, using language, understanding media, using technology and employing research skills will be applied to help students build on their abilities to become creative and critical thinkers—thereby transforming their writing.

Writing well about literature is a key component of the class. We will work to master the writing process, with the production of cohesive and exemplary pieces of writing in class. This will entail work on sentence structure, word choice, fluency, organization, and original ideas. Students will work with one another in groups and individually, revising and developing their writing.  

This class is designed to introduce rigor and sophistication to beginning writers.  The course work will help prepare student for their more advanced Creative Writing courses later in the program.  Throughout this introductory class, various genres of writing will be covered including (but not limited to): poetry, writing a research paper, analytical writing, fables, the short story, and portfolio construction.  There is an emphasis on building a strong and varied vocabulary as well as rigorous grammar work. 
As part of this course, every week students will engage in silent independent reading (Code Read). This is to expose students to a multitude of genres they may not encounter in their academic classes, but are necessary to become well-rounded thinkers and lifelong readers. A wide selection of material will be available to them in the classroom and they are welcome to bring their own materials as well.  I encourage students to use both our school library and the public library.

This reading will culminate in an Independent Reading Project (IRP).  Students have a choice of 10 different projects they may select in response to their chosen book.  An assignment sheet will be distributed and extra copies (as well as scoring rubrics) are available in my classroom.  

Students are responsible for 4 IRP projects (one per mark period) a year.  Additionally, participation points are earned as students demonstrate good reading habits in class.  These habits include:

· Always having reading material on Code Read days

· Silent, sustained reading for 20 minutes

· No sleeping

· No working on other homework

· No disturbing others

Additionally, in order to grow as writers, we will read exceptional models of writings and occasionally view films to compliment our genre studies.  As writers, we will continually hone our skills by practicing the writing process:  prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing.
Course Objectives:
· Master grammar, mechanics, and usage with a particular focus on the sentence and the paragraph
· Understand writing as a process
· Plan, organize, and revise a variety of writings
· Expand and improve vocabulary
· Analyze and engage in a employ variety of writings (exposition, creative fiction, etc.)
· Master word processing formats
· Understand and meet the expectations of a writers workshop
· Examine author intentions and decisions
· Development of reading skills and strategies through silent and public/class reading
Resources

Various texts will be used in this course. The school will provide the majority of these resources, but students will occasionally need to access materials through the library or the Internet. A library card and access to the internet will be a necessary component of this class.

Mandatory Supplies

· 3 ring binder
· 8 (or more) binder dividers
· Loose leaf paper
· Highlighters
· Post-Its (used for studies in novels)
· Pens (blue, black, red)
· 1 box of pencils
· School agenda/planner
· 1-5 file folders for portfolio work
· Colored pencils or markers
· 1 box of tissue
· 1 poster board (white or colored) for group work
· 1 pack computer paper
Optional Supplies that may come in handy

· Slim 3 hole punch

· Pocket Dictionary

· Pencil case

· Pocket Thesaurus
· Flash drives are HIGHLY recommended—They can be used beyond this specific class.
Divide binder into sections

1. Vocabulary
2. MUGS
3. Lit terms/notes
4. Handouts
5. Assignments
6. Misc.—This last section is not mandatory, but may prove useful.
Course Assessment

Formative assessment is done throughout the semester, using the student’s essays, participation in discussions, tests, quizzes, writing logs, binders, along with various projects.

Points are earned for each assignment, test, essay and project, and participation. Grades are calculated using a total points system.

All assignments are given a point value; the larger the assignment, the higher the point value.  Your marking period grade is determined by dividing the total points earned by the number of points possible.  The formula is as follows:
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Also for your consideration:
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                             Semester Grade

Grading Scale
	90-100
	A

	80-89
	B

	70-79
	C

	60-69
	D

	0-59
	U


Remember:

Grades are not given – they are earned.

Tardies:

After 3 tardies you will be assigned an hour detention after school (no fun).  On the rare occasion that you are late, please enter the classroom with respect for the learning environment, both your classmates and myself appreciate this.  No blue pass, no excuses!

Absences
Follow school procedure to have absences excused.

Check the homework corner to see what you missed.  Go to the handout box and grab necessary handouts.  See me for questions.  You have two days per absence to make up daily homework, and one week to make up a test or quiz. For assignments that have a due date well in advance, you are responsible for turning it/ making up on the day you return to school. Write ABSENT across all work turned in.  It is solely your responsibility to immediately get caught up on all work missed. 2 HOURS IS A TON OF TIME, BE HERE AND ON TIME AND YOU ARE ON YOUR WAY TO SUCCESS.   

Students will be evaluated on: 

· Completion of portfolio items specified for the 9th grade.

· The development of their presentation skills.

· Their mastery of grammatical conventions.

· Their mastery of sentence structure.

· Their ability to provide effective oral and written critiques of student and professional works.

· Their understanding of literary conventions and literary analysis.

Late Policy

· Assignments must be turned in at the beginning of the class on the day they are due.

· Assignments will be marked down one full letter grade than what they could have earned for each day it is late.

· If a student does not turn an assignment in by the third day (by then the most he or she can earn is a D), I will not accept it.

· No assignments will be accepted once the assignment has been graded and passed back to the rest of the class. 

· Students engaged in projects that are ongoing are expected to meet benchmark deadlines. 

Students participating in school related activities – performances, field trips, etc., - will be allowed to turn in work late without penalty, with the time allotted according to the days missed.
Please be warned: “My printer ran out of ink,” “My hard drive crashed,” and other such excuses fall on deaf ears (they are the modern-day equivalent of “The dog ate my homework” and work about as well in this class).  I highly recommend a flash-drive on which to back up your coursework.
QUALITY OF WORK
My time is valuable and so is your time, so let’s not waste it.  I will not accept a writing product that looks like a draft, unless of course, it is the draft assigned.  I will not read work that looks incomplete, unfinished, or marred.  Do your best job every time.  I understand technology may be an issue, so in the case that you can not type your assignment please hand-write it on loose leaf paper in black or blue pen with legible penmanship.

Handing in work:

All papers go in assigned inbox, and no place but the inbox.  Returned work needs to be filed immediately into your classroom portfolio.  This portfolio is to remain within the classroom.

 Plagiarism 3 Strikes your out!

1st time: failure of assignment, administrative referral, contact home

2nd time: failure of quarter, administrative referral, contact home

3rd time: out of the department, administrative referral, contact home

Plagiarism is easy to avoid with use of citation.  It will not be tolerated within this department.  The above policy will be enforced.

Acceptable Content
I’m flexible here, but I am a mandated reporter if I suspect abuse of any kind I must report it legally.  Also, there are over 600,000 words in the English language, profanity is easy to avoid.  Taboo subjects can be welcome, but grizzly violence for sake of violence is not.  

Additional Classroom Rules
· Students are to behave in an appropriate manner in all times. This is a rigorous and demanding course which does not allow for disruptions. 

· Students must respect themselves, the teacher, their peers and the classroom environment. Any disrespectful words or actions will not be tolerated. 

· Students are to come to class daily and punctually.  That is to say, students must be in their seats by the time the bell rings.   There will be consequences for tardiness.

· Students must inform the teacher of any anticipated absences and must always bring in a written excuse.  

· Students must have their binder and all class supplies ALL THE TIME.  Passes will not be written for forgotten items.

· Students should ask personal questions or questions unrelated to class content outside of class time.  I am available before and after school.  If these times do not work, see me about arranging another time.

· You will only receive 4 hall passes per Mark Period.  Any unused passes may be turned in for extra credit.  No additional passes will be given if a student should run out or if they lose them.

· Students must raise their hand before speaking.  This allows for everyone to be heard.

· Respect other’s time to speak.  No speaking when another is speaking.

· No eating or drinking, the only exception is water.

· Students are not to leave their seats for any reason without permission.

· All items to be thrown away will happen at the end of class.  Students are to walk to the trash receptacle and place it peacefully in the container.

· If a student has a nasal issue, he or she should procure a tissue at the beginning of class or bring his or her own and quietly blow his or her nose at his or her seat.

· In addition, all MHSA rules and policies are enforced including disciplinary and dress codes.
Acknowledgment of Course Overview and Expectations

This course overview is intended to give the student and parent an overview of the course and its expectations.  I am here to help your child succeed in this course.  If you have any questions or concerns regarding this course or my expectations, please contact me.  I look forward to working with you and your child this school year.

Please read the attached course overview and expectations and sign below, acknowledging the expectations and policies of this course.

Student Name (please print)________________________________________

Student Signature_________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature_________________________________________

Date______________________________

Best method and time to reach you__________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Please list any comments or questions:

Points Earned  


Total Points	








