Syllabus
Level 4
Senior Studio/Directing - Transitions

In conjunction with

Technical Theatre 2 – Transitions

2 credits. 1 Year

Instructor: Janes
Studio Theatre
Objective:

This class is designed to facilitate the transition between High School and further Professional Development at University or in the work environment. Academic study is formatted similar to a college environment i.e. formal lectures/student presentation of seminars, independent study and application of skills.
Areas of Study:

History (C20th), Aesthetics, Criticism, Dramatic Theory, Text Knowledge, Text Analysis, Acting Theory and Practice, Improvisation, Dance/Movement,  Voice, Singing, Directing

Prerequisites:

A passing grade in the Level 3 Theatre class/juries or special dispensation from the majority of faculty.

Structure:

Students will take 5 units over the year (1 per grade period plus HAC): 


H.A.C. 4 (History, Aesthetics, Criticism) 

20%

Performance 9, 10, 11 and 12



80%
Each week the student will spend one day in the History/Aesthetics/Criticism unit and four days in Production. 
HAC is a constant through the whole year and the whole year group will be together for this. 
As this class is being taught in conjunction with Level 4 Technical Theatre it may be possible for students to substitute a performance unit for a production unit and visa versa.  This is always done with faculty consent and must be pre-approved prior to the beginning of the unit.
Units per grading period
In all units participation = 40%, product = 60%

HAC 4


Post Modern Seminars 
Performance 9

Scene Study – Touring and Guest 
Performance 10

Musical Theatre 
Performance 11

Directing Process
Performance 12

Recitals
In all units participation = 40%, product = 60%
Final Exam/Juries

Portfolio Presentation/Essay./Viva Voce
Final exams are 30% of each semester grade

Classroom Rules and Instructor’ Policies:

All of these rules and sanctions are either MPS policies, or are there to promote an atmosphere of safe learning and work in the classroom and theatre environments

All students are to arrive at class before the Tardy Bell. 

Students are not allowed to bring coats or book bags into the theatre.  Depending on the season the Theatre may be warm or cool. Please layer your clothes appropriately

No food or drink is allowed in the theatre.  You may have a PLASTIC water bottle with a screw cap (NO SODA)

All students are expected to have the required materials and be in their seats ready for class to start at the proscribed time.

Students will be allowed time to change into work or studio clothes.

It is always your choice as to whether you wish to learn or participate in the educational process, however I will never tolerate a student who gets in the way of another student’s learning.

All assignments are due on the deadline date and are to be given to faculty personally unless you make other arrangements.

All writing submitted must be on lined paper 81/2 x 11 in blue or black ink – no pencil 

All formal papers must be typed and double spaced – Font size must be no larger than 12

For every day an assignment is late it loses 10% of its potential grade. 

If a student chooses to ignore these rules we will try to give one warning before either moving a student or notifying the family.  Continued violations may result in a referral or removal from the class

Preparation:

Each student needs to have certain supplies and materials in order to participate in this class.  The following supply list should help students and families.  If you need help in where to find these supplies or if you need financial assistance please have a parent/guardian communicate with us directly. Ralph’s voice mail number is 414 934 7071

Required Supplies:

Multiple binders with dividers for all the areas of study

A book for journaling

Plain paper or plain paper journal for sketching

Line paper – 3-hole punched
At least two pencils

Pens, Highlighters

Pencil Sharpener

A separate and good eraser

A ruler

A good Dictionary

A suitable environment for homework

Access to a word processor or typewriter

Access to the Internet or Milwaukee Public Library (preferably the central one)

Appropriate clothes for studio work
PARENTS:

If a parent is ever wondering what they can do to help their child develop as a theatre artist encourage them to read and see more plays – it is the same as a musician never listening to recordings or looking at a score or a visual artist not going to galleries.  The more exposure your child has to the arts the more they will grow as artists themselves.  

Academic Dishonesty:

MPS has a series of guidelines regarding plagiarism and academic dishonesty. These are fully enforced in this class but a summary might help clarify some points.

There are many clearly announced opportunities for students to work in groups during lab and class time.  All assessments for group work are made on a group basis.

Final exams are taken in a strict exam environment.  Any attempt at cheating (using notes) or communicating with other students results in a zero score for the entire exam.  

All papers are expected to be done on an individual basis and all sources cited clearly – Plagiarism is not allowed.  

For reading or homework students are allowed to work with each other, but individual work has to be submitted.  If there are two identical pieces of work submitted only one of them would be accepted.

Support

We will make ourselves available for individual or group tutoring on Monday evenings after faculty meetings.  Students in upper level class are usually available at some point during the day to work as peer mentors.  They are often in the class as monitors anyway.  A full copy of the curriculum and readings will be with the Exceptional Education department.  If a student has an I.E.P. it would be helpful if a student could remind me about extensions on deadlines or if they need help from their IEP teacher.

The curriculum is also on the school’s web site - milwaukeehighschoolofthearts.org

NOTES

 After reading this curriculum student and parent should sign, detach this sheet and then return this sheet to faculty so that we know both student and parent understand.

Thank You

I have read and understood this Curriculum guide:

Student Name (please Print clearly)

Level of Study

Student Signature:



Date

Parent Signature



Date

