
ADVANCED DRAWING & PAINTING (2010-2011)

Teacher: Amanda Wojnar






       Room 107



Prerequisite: Successful completion of Drawing & Design


                       Unit Value: 1.0
Course Description

Advanced Drawing and Painting is a year-long, required course for llth grade art majors. It builds upon skills and attitudes developed in the 10th grade Drawing & Design class. Students continue to develop their linear and tonal drawing skills. They also continue to develop their color knowledge and painting skills. The emphasis is on the development of work that could be included in their portfolios in preparation for application to art schools and university and college art departments. The majority of assignments are designed to encourage the development of a personal point of view. It prepares students for experiences in Senior Studio/Museum Studio and Senior Drawing Workshop at the 12th grade level.
Curriculum
Semester 1

Weeks 1-9 Drawing Students will develop their line and tonal (value) drawing skills through a variety of experiences. These will likely include: drawing from still life; drawing from human models (clothed); drawing from imagination; drawing self in mirror; non-representational drawing.
Materials and media will include several of the following: pencil and graphite, various forms of charcoal, pastels, chalk, conte crayon, wax crayon, pen & ink with wash, and scratch board.
Weeks 10-18 Painting Students will review color theory and basic paint methods. Underpainting and glazing will be presented as a transition from white and black tonal drawing. Direct painting from observation in acrylics will be stressed as well as photorealist self-portraiture.
Semester 2

Weeks 19-28 Drawing Students will concentrate on developing a few thematic ideas in series of related drawings in keeping with the Advanced Placement studio portfolio suggestions. They will choose appropriate media and subjects in order to personalize their work. Students will be encouraged to work with sophisticated themes such as political, social, personal, etc.

Weeks 29-36 Painting Students will build on painting skills explored in the first semester. They will plan for much larger paintings, some of which will be student juried to become large-scale paintings in the hallways. Representational narrative themes as well as non-representational painting will be pursued. 
Format & Procedures

Students will be expected to be in room 107 at the bell. Students are expected to begin the day's work immediately, with a minimum of movement, noise and distraction. Junior level students are expected to be relatively independent workers. Homework may be done to keep up with the pace of in–class assignments but should not take the place of daily participation inside the classroom.

Attendance & Grades

Attendance and success are closely linked in a studio class. Most assignments must be done in class due to specific still life arrangements, lighting situations, size requirements, etc. The role of the teacher as guide and coach can be critical at many stages of a student's art work, as well as the ideas of other students in critiques. Because of these reasons, students do that do not attend regularly usually have lower grades.
Major assignments will be allotted a certain number of in-class days for completion.  Deadlines are determined by the average pace of students who attend class every day. In most cases, assignments will be due for grading one week after the last in-class working day. This will allows for students that work at slower in paces not to be penalized.
Grades will be based on the criteria given at the start of major assignments. Late work will lowered 1/3 grade for each 2 school days it is late. For example, an A becomes an A- after two school days, a B+ after four days, and so on. Other minor assignments (like a one day drawing, sampler, video, etc.) will be graded proportionately. Grades will also take into account the student's use of time, willingness to explore new ideas, participate in critiques, clean up, and following classroom rules. Extra-credit opportunities can be offered, but only if all assignments have been successfully completed and turned in to the best of his or her ability.

Final Exam

Final exams will be a mix of take-home art-making, objective questions and in-studio painting or drawing They will count as 1/3 of each semester's final grade.

Fees & Supplies

All supplies necessary for this class will be provided, with the occasional exception of materials that may need to be found outside of class that are of no additional cost (like rags or found objects for still life). Students who have or want to purchase supplies to supplement those provided are encouraged to do so. Acrylic tube paint for home use will be especially helpful for students. Since no individual lockers are available in the studio, expensive personal supplies and materials are discouraged in the classroom.

                                                           Note from teacher to students:

Your goal this year is to focus on building a portfolio for your post-secondary plans.  Keep all of your art work and protect it from harm.  You will be provided with many opportunities this year for the expression of your own themes and point of view, while still expanding the skills that you have developed here at MHSA.  Plan to get involved with internships, visit universities and art institutes and begin to make some decisions for your future.  Make good use of your studio time, as this class is rigorous. “Homework” is to keep up with the pace of this class!

