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Class Overview:


Ceramics & Sculpture is a sophomore elective studio class for students that desire to work three-dimensionally.  Students will sculpt with clay, learn how to use the potter’s wheel and explore a variety of other media. Sources for art exploration include natural and man made forms, the human figure, self-portrait, and landscape.  Media used in this class will include (but is not limited to) clay, cut paper, wire, plaster, wood, and found objects. 

Procedures & Expectations:

Supplies you will need:

·  A #2 pencil.  Please bring this everyday.

·  A sketchbook.

· A folder to collect handouts
Class work/ Homework:

·  Sculpture is a structured studio art class and 80% of your time will be used for art making.  MAKE SURE THAT ALL OF YOUR WORK HAS YOUR FULL NAME, CLASS HOUR, AND DATE.  I CANNOT GIVE YOU CREDIT FOR WORK THAT IS NOT CLAIMED!!

· Quizzes will be given to insure that students are retaining vocabulary for the midterm and final exams.

· You will always be asked to make sketches for your assignment ideas. This will help you to evaluate the process of creating your sculpture in real space and problem solve through the challenges of construction. Depending on your progress on your previous assignment, you may be working on this in or outside of class.
Deadlines:

I will always keep you posted with where you should be in a process to make a deadline.  After the due date I will give your assignment a grade.  If you work to improve this assignment after the due date I will change your grade for that project (before the marking period ends).  IT IS ALWAYS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO CALL EXTRA EFFORT AND WORK TO MY ATTENTION!
Effort Points:

· You will earn 5 effort points per day based on following classroom rules and your involvement with class activities:

5= Student listened quietly to daily agenda, followed directions and participated in art making/ discussion for the full class period. Student was not late to class.

3= Student was distracted by too much socializing, participated in activity but did not reach effort potential for the day or student was late to class.

1= Student participated, but needed to be warned about noise volume, or coaxed into working for the day.

0= Student had an unexcused absence, refused to work, or had major behavioral issues in class.

Cheating:

*****  If you are caught cheating on a test/quiz you get a zero.

***** If you have someone else do your art assignment for you, you will not receive credit, or will only receive the percentage of credit that you did. 

Attendance:

Attendance is imperative to passing this class.  If you are absent 16 days or more a mark period I cannot give you a passing grade.  If you have a medical excuse and you make every effort to catch up to the class, exceptions can be made.  Please have your parent call and inform me of all major absences.

Grades:

I grade with a point system.  At the end of each marking period I total the amount of points and divide by 5 to find benchmarks for giving grades.  Because of the unique nature of an art class, deadlines are subject to change, and I cannot tell you how many points are possible at the beginning of each marking period.  It is always in your best interest to stay on task and give 100% each day.

Major projects of a week will always be worth 100pts.  Two weeks  200pt…etc

Quizzes (every 3-4 weeks) are worth 50pts

Effort Points = 225 possible each marking period 

* Each project will be evaluated with individual rubrics, and you will be given a summary and feedback of your progress after every major project.

Note to students: 


You are now sophomores and most are not new to the school.  You should have chosen this class if you enjoyed the 3-D section of Art Fundamentals class, as we will be working with space, form, mass, and volume throughout the school year.  If you do all of the assignments TO THE BEST OF YOUR ABILITY and consciously strive to apply new techniques and methods, you should be successful in this class.  I look forward in seeing your “artistic vision” within the constraints of each assignment.  It is important to remember that I WILL NOT GIVE A STUDENT A GOOD GRADE FOR WARMING A SEAT OR COMPLETING A WORK AT THE LOWEST LEVEL POSSIBLE.  YOU HAVE TO WORK FOR IT!  

  
I have high expectations for the progress of my students.  I want you to put yourself into your artwork, take risks with your visual expressions, and learn from these experiences.  I want you to ask me for help whenever you feel you need it.  Let me know if you don’t understand, so that I can explain in a clearer manner.  I want students to have respect for me, as I will have for you.  I hope to have a great year working with all of you, and you with me. 

Sincerely,

A. Wojnar

Dear Parent/Guardian,


After reading the syllabus for Sculpture, please sign, date and return this form with your student by September 7th, 2009.  Include any questions or comments.  I look forward to working with the student in your family.

Sincerely,

Amanda Wojnar

Milwaukee High School of the Arts

(414) 934-7153

Student’s name (printed)

Parent/Guardian Signature
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