Milwaukee High School of the Arts

Senior Studio  (1 credit per semester) 2 hour block

Ms. Rhiana Tehan
kosterrc@mail.milwaukee.k12.wi.us
(414) 934-7113

Course Description:  This course is designed to engage students in a professional writers’ workshop. The first semester students will focus on the following units: a genre study (quarter 1) and playwriting (quarter 2).    Seminars on writing fiction in specific genres will be given and your task is to write a short story in the genre studied each week.  Second Semester our focus shifts to poetry (quarter 3) and independent projects (quarter 4). Writers are expected to design their own projects in the independent study.  This means students are able to explore various genres of their own choosing.  There will be workshops scheduled regularly so fellow writers can discuss and revise their pieces all aiding in the process of revisions.  Writers will come to develop and master skill in writing by practicing writing as a process.  Writers are expected to engage in writings that are of value and significance to themselves, therefore, reifying a scholarly studio atmosphere that is positively charged and inviting.  

Course Objectives:

· Explore and practice various modes of writing

· Expand and improve vocabulary development

· Master grammar, mechanics, and usage 

· Strengthen composition skills by understanding writing as a process

· Develop an appreciation of the power, beauty, and art of language

· Develop the writer in each student, focusing on voice, style, structure and grammar.

· Write polished analytical compositions 

· Write polished creative and noncreative fiction

· Utilize outside resources in the writing process

· Develop and create project proposals and timelines then produce self selected writings.

· Listen and identify with other young writer’s perspective, process and style.

Grading  90-100 A, 89-80 B, 70-79 C, 60-69 D, 59 and below is a U. Semester 1:  Quarter 1 40%, Quarter 2 40%, Final Exam 20%

Supply List
Supplies are to be brought to class daily; these are your tools for success!
Mandatory Supplies
3 ring binder with sectional dividers

Journal

Loose leaf paper

Highlighters

Pens (blue, black, red)

School planner

Flash drive 

Optional, but nice to have

3 hole punch (slim one you can put right in binder)

White out

Rhyming dictionary

Post its (narrow kind to mark page numbers in stories)

Pencil pouch to keep supplies in!

Pocket Thesaurus

Organization is essential for success.  You will receive multiple handouts, copious notes, and will need to keep your binders organized.  

Divide binder into the following sections

Lexicon List 

MUGS

Handouts

Notes

CREATIVE WRITING Policies
Late Work:  ONE DAY LATE ONLY with a 10% reduction.  Write LATE across the top of your paper.  Do not even attempt to hand in work that is more than a day late.  

FREE LATE PASS:  ATTACHED IS ONE FREE LATE PASS FOR EACH SEMESTER IT IS GOOD FOR ONE DAY, USE WISELY!

Absences:  Follow school procedure to have absences excused.

Check the homework corner to see what you missed.  Go to the handout box and grab necessary handouts.  See me for questions.  You have two days per absence to make up daily homework, and one week to make up a test or quiz. For assignments that have a due date well in advance, you are responsible for turning it/ making up on the day you return to school (example: vocabulary quiz)  Write ABSENT across all work turned in.  It is solely your responsibility to immediately get caught up on all work missed. 2 HOURS IS A TON OF TIME, BE HERE AND ON TIME AND YOU ARE ON YOUR WAY TO SUCCESS.   

Handing in work:

All papers go in assigned inbox, and no place but the inbox.  Returned work needs to be filed immediately into your classroom portfolio.  This portfolio is to remain within the classroom.

Tardies:

After 3 tardies you will be assigned an hour detention after school (no fun).  On the rare occasion that you are late, please enter the classroom with respect for the learning environment, both your classmates and myself appreciate this.  No blue pass, no excuses!

 GRADING SCALE

90-100 A



Quarter 1, = 40%

80-89  B



Quarter 2 =40%

70-79  C



Final Exam =20%

60-69  D


* same formula applies for semester 2

Grading:  All grades will be posted on ESIS as quickly as I can enter the data.  You and your parent are able to access this information; all you need is your student ID.  Access the MHSA web page and go to student services to get started.  Check regularly as I do not want to hear, “I thought I handed that in!” Especially since late work is only taken one day, these excuses will not fly.  Also, in the homework corner, I will print out grades once a week, you are to check and consult with me.  There are to be no surprises in knowing your grade, stay on top of it!

QUALITY OF WORK: My time is valuable and so is your time, so let’s not waste it.  I will not accept a writing product that looks like a draft, unless of course, it is the draft assigned.  I will not read work that looks incomplete, unfinished, or marred.  Do your best job every time.  I understand technology may be an issue, so in the case that you can not type your assignment, please handwrite it on loose leaf paper in black or blue pen with legible penmanship.

Technology: “My computer crashed, I’m outta ink, my printers busted, I swore I saved it, I lost my flash drive, tears, sob, whine, gasp!”  Technology is faulty, unpredictable, incompatible, and crashes when you need it most.  Again, hand write if all else fails or email it to me.  I allow for students to print from the lab, or on occasion from my computer. Be responsible, don’t wait to the last minute and you’ll avoid a ton of tech frustrations!

Plagiarism 3 Strikes your out!

1st time: failure of assignment, administrative referral, contact home

2nd time: failure of quarter, administrative referral, contact home

3rd time: out of the department, administrative referral contact home

Plagiarism is easy to avoid with use of citation.  It will not be tolerated within this department.  The above policy will be enforced.
Acceptable Content:  I’m flexible here, but I am a mandated reporter if I suspect abuse of any kind I must report it legally.  Also, there are over 600,000 words in the English language, profanity is easy to avoid.  Taboo subjects welcome, but grizzly violence for sake of violence is not.  

  ---------------Creative Writing Procedures  ----------------

Author’s Chair: The author’s chair is a time for students to share their work with their peers.  Typically we will select certain writer’s work to be highlighted, or the entire class may share: contingent upon our focus.  THIS IS A SACRED TIME AND SPACE AND SAFETY AND TRUST ARE PARAMOUNT!  The objective for an all class workshop is for students to assess, evaluate, and enjoy another person’s work.  These discussions in author’s chair focus on providing constructive feedback, praise, and editing comments and tips.  The writer(s) should be prepared to express intent, process, and any other musings on the work.  The assessor should be prepared to provide specific feedback positively and constructively.  

The Writer’s Workshop:  Percolate, imagine, brainstorm, rewrite and do it daily.  That is the procedure and expectation.  No loudness, disrespect, or off task behavior is permissible.  We come here together to write and we will aid each other in this process.  You are responsible for maintaining the integrity of this writer’s workshop, so you may truly cultivate your artistic voice.  So sit and write, writing begets writing.

The Teacher’s Role:  I am here to help aid in your process in any way possible.  I will help with idea pitching, brainstorming, finding trouble spots, editing, revising, direction, starting, reviewing, etc.  I will not micro-manage you, but if I see that you are off task, repeatedly, I will discuss this with you and enforce consequences if needed.  Do the right thing and we will work well together.  Do not attempt excuses for why something is not done, see me beforehand if problems occur or something unforeseeable is happening, and it will.  I am human and know that life happens, so come talk to me, I am not a mind reader, but I’m reasonable and fair.

Students with IEP:  Please see me for accommodations on work load and assignments if you have an IEP, we will find out what works best for your needs!
                 Creative Writing Department:

Conduct of beliefs

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO
. . .
YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR:

A safe learning environment. . . . . Maintaining a safe learning environment

Making Choices . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .The consequences of your choices

Your voice, thoughts, ideas . . . . . . Respecting other’s right to their voice,






         thoughts, and ideas

Be treated fairly and with respect. . .Treat others fairly and with respect

Be yourself. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Let others be themselves free of 

                                                        ridicule
Note:  If I choose to break the classroom code of conduct and rules established the result may be:

1.  Oral warning

2.  Change of seats

3.  Student/ teacher conference

4.  Office referral

5.  Parent/ teacher conference

6.  Teacher detention

7.  Other appropriate action

Consequence is contingent upon severity of offense!

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Please read the above syllabus and sign the form below.  Pay special attention to the grade section, as you have access to my grade book online through the school’s web page.  I update this daily, as I have a constant influx of assignments.  Oftentimes, I will enter the assignment and check exempt to show handed in work, which I have to grade.  The rationale for this is you know what your child has turned in. Also, we have weekly vocabulary quizzes on Fridays, so Thursday nights (if possible) would be a good review night. Also, I ask that students commit to a planner, given to them at the beginning of the school year, please check to see your student is using.  Also, if your child needs a bit more monitoring you are welcome to call the guidance office (934-7032) for a daily progress sheet if needed.  


I am looking forward to a wonderful year with your child and will do my very best to maintain and uphold the best learning environment possible.  Please feel free to contact me via email or phone regarding any questions, comments, or concerns.  If I have any concerns I will contact home as well.  Thank you for everything.

Respectfully,

Rhiana Tehan

Creative Writing Chair

By signing this form I agree to the above syllabus, policies, procedures, and Creative Writing Code of Conduct.

Student:_______________________________________

Guardian:______________________________________

