Syllabus

Level Three – Technical Theatre I – Modern Masters
In conjunction with 

Theatre Performance I – Modern Masters

2 Credits. 1 year

Instructor: Gus Rich – gusrich4@gmail.com 

Room 102/Auditorium/Studio Theatre
Objectives:  To give the students an opportunity to explore in greater depth the areas of study below.  This year students focus on the C20th and C21st in terms of history and theory. The class should provide the groundwork for a career in certain aspects of Theatre Production; further Theatre Studies at a University or college or in any area where independent critical thinking skills are involved.

Areas of Study: Stage management, Lighting, Sound, Props, Scenery, Construction, Rigging, Costumes, Design in all areas, History (C20th), Dramatic theory, Text analysis, Advanced Drafting
Perquisites: A passing grade in both Level Two Theatre classes from MHSA or special dispensation from the majority of faculty.

Structure: 5 units


HAC (history aesthetics criticism)

20%


Production  5, 6, 7, 8



80%

Each week the students will spend one day in HAC, two days working in academic theory and two days in the formal practice of production.

During HAC, the students will be combined with the L3 performance class.

Students are REQUIRED: 

To work on crew or as a performer in at least one show per semester.  

********Please note that in most cases this requires some extra curricula time.

L3 Technical Theatre I units – (in all units participation = 40% product = 60%)

HAC 


Modern Masters Seminars





Production 5

Advanced Construction & Planning
Production 6

Text Analysis & Design Presentation 3 – Properties & Costumes

Production 7

Text Analysis & Design Presentation 4 – Lighting & Scenic
Production 8

Professional Design/Management 1

Final Exam


Portfolio Presentation  
(Final Exams are 20% of each semester grade)

All of these rules and sanctions are either MPS policies, or are there to promote an atmosphere of safe learning and work in the classroom and theatre environments

All students are to arrive at class before the Tardy Bell. 

Students are not allowed to bring coats or book bags into the theatre.  Depending on the season the Theatre may be warm or cool. Please layer your clothes appropriately

No food or drink is allowed in the theatre.  You may have a PLASTIC water bottle with a screw cap (NO SODA)

All students are expected to have the required materials and be in their seats ready for class to start at the proscribed time.

Students will be allowed time to change into work or studio clothes.

It is always your choice as to whether you wish to learn or participate in the educational process, however I will never tolerate a student who gets in the way of another student’s learning.

All assignments are due on the deadline date and are to be given to faculty personally unless you make other arrangements.

All writing submitted must be on lined paper 81/2 x 11 in blue or black ink – no pencil 

All formal papers must be typed and double spaced – Font size must be no larger than 12

For every day an assignment is late it loses 10% of its potential grade. 

If you miss a quiz or a lab you must make it up in your own time while at school.

Once a crew assignment has been accepted a student may not change his mind or swap without the faculty’s permission

If a student chooses to ignore these rules we will try to give one warning before either moving a student or notifying the family.  Continued violations may result in a referral or removal from the class

Preparation:

Each student needs to have certain supplies and materials in order to participate in this class.  The following supply list should help students and families.  If you need help in where to find these supplies or if you need financial assistance please have a parent/guardian communicate with us directly. 
Required Supplies:

Multiple binders with dividers for all the areas of study

A book for journaling

Plain paper or plain paper journal for sketching

Line paper – 3-hole punched

A 12 inch long tube to carry drawings in without folding (this can be made of anything firm enough to do the job.  A regular hard-backed portfolio would also work but is much more expensive if you don’t have one already.

At least two pencils

Pens, Highlighters

Pencil Sharpener

A separate and good eraser

A ruler

A Tee Square for home

A good Dictionary

A suitable environment for homework

Students will need a sheet of foam core, some glue and a sharp knife – These items should be kept at home to work with there – I will provide more details about that in the second semester.

Access to a word processor or typewriter

Access to the Internet or Milwaukee Public Library (preferably the central one)

Old clothes for working in – we work on stage and sometimes with paint so you need clothes that you can “mess up”

Flat heeled, close toed shoes for working on the stage (no sandals or heels)

Some students like to have a pair of gloves for handling rope and wood to avoid splinters – your choice

PARENTS:

If a parent is ever wondering what they can do to help their child develop as a theatre artist encourage them to read and see more plays – it is the same as a musician never listening to recordings or looking at a score or a visual artist not going to galleries.  The more exposure your child has to the arts the more they will grow as artists themselves.  

Academic Dishonesty:

MPS has a series of guidelines regarding plagiarism and academic dishonesty. These are fully enforced in this class but a summary might help clarify some points.

There are many clearly announced opportunities for students to work in groups during lab and class time.  All assessments for group work are made on a group basis.

Final exams are taken in a strict exam environment.  Any attempt at cheating (using notes) or communicating with other students results in a zero score for the entire exam.  

All papers are expected to be done on an individual basis and all sources cited clearly – Plagiarism is not allowed.  

For reading or homework students are allowed to work with each other, but individual work has to be submitted.  If there are two identical pieces of work submitted only one of them would be accepted.

Support

We will make ourselves available for individual or group tutoring on Monday evenings after faculty meetings.  Students in upper level class are usually available at some point during the day to work as peer mentors.  They are often in the class as monitors anyway.  A full copy of the curriculum and readings will be with the Exceptional Education department.  If a student has an I.E.P. it would be helpful if a student could remind me about extensions on deadlines or if they need help from their IEP teacher.

L4 Schedule Breakdown - 

Each week will break down into three sections: 

M-HAC  T/W-Theory & concepts  Th/F – Practical Application.

There may be adjustments to this schedule based on the show season for Milwaukee High School of the Arts.
S1 Q1
Week 1 - Safety review and physical check of Auditorium.  Repair work.

Week 2 - Touring Concerns in Show design – Guest artist Rob Wagner from Skylight Opera House.

Week 3 – HAC – Realism & Darwin

Sound Theory & mechanics: Clear Com intercom system
Week 4 – Lighting Theory: Dance Show light design

Hang & Patch “Who I Am” Dance show lights

Week 5 – HAC – “Modern theatre” & realism
Early enrollment lecture in Auditorium
Prep work for Inspector General.  Attend Milwaukee Rep performance “Inspector General”

Sound Mechanics: The right Mic for the job
Week 6 – HAC – “Enemy of the People”   

“Who I Am” (dance) in Studio Theatre

Sound Board Mechanics – “how much can I run through this thing anyway?”
Sound board practicum

Week 7 – HAC – Show work from HAC week 6

Construction – The right tool for the Job!


Raft of the Medusa Construction

Week 8 – HAC – Enemy of the People II – Studio time
“Teen Writes” in Studio Theatre


Scenic Design concepts for Enemy of the People

Lighting tools – From Altman to Zooms


Haroun construction begins
Week 9 – HAC – Show work from HAC 6

Trouble shooting – Many hands make for Light work

Teen Writes review due

Raft of Medusa materials completed


Haroun construction

Week 10 –  HAC – Symbolism “Pelleas & Mellisande”


Text analysis beginnings

Stage rigging – What’s all the Rig-amerole?

Haroun construction & rigging work
S1 Q2
Week 11 – Test on P&M text



“Raft of the Medusa” in Studio Theatre

Rigging for the stage
Raft of The Medusa during school
Week 12 – HAC – Group reading & discussion

Canopy Dance Company on Mainstage

Raft of Medusa review due    
Scenery – Space and Traffic

Lay down the Marley  
Week 13 – HAC - Group reading & discussion  

Fall Band Concert on Mainstage


Scenic demands of Symbolism – “A carwash might not look like a carwash.”
Floor installed for Fall Band Concert

Haroun construction

THANKSGIVING BREAK

Week 14 – Haroun Auditions.  Rehearsals begin Dec 3rd.


Winter Dance Concert spacing



Dance Lighting theory – On the Mainstage

Winter Dance Concert lights hang & focus

Haroun construction

Week 15 – Light concept designs begin


Winter Dance Concert on Mainstage

Initial concept drawings & designs for P&M discussed

Haroun construction

Week 16 – 






It’s a Wonderful Life in Cafeteria

Pelleas & Mellisande Scenic design presentations
Skylight Residency in Studio Theatre

Friday @ Skylight residency


Haroun construction

Week 16.2 – Assist L4 with Opera needs

Field Trip to 10th Street Theatre

WINTER BREAK

Week 17 – HAC – Existentialism 101


Opera on Mainstage

Scenic design needs for Existentialism


Prep materials for Jazz Bazzar


Haroun construction

Week 18 – HAC – Beckett on Film



Jazz Bazzar in Café, 100 & 102

Install catwalk for Fashion Show


Complete Sound needs for Jazz Bazzar


Reflections on past Portfolios


Portfolios begin Jan 15th

Week 19 – Portfolios

Week 20 – Final sprint for Haroun and the Sea of Stories


Haroun “structure” complete by Friday


Haroun construction

S2Q1
Week 1 – HAC





Fashion Show on Mainstage

Chicago Unified Auditions M-W


Haroun “Pretty” well under way


Props – “Is it really a prop?”

Week 2 – HAC





Black History Show on Mainstage

Tear out Fashion show


Stage Management – “Who’s In Charge Here?”


Haroun is FINISHED BY FRIDAY!!!

Week 3 – HAC


Sit in 1x with APT power of Poetry


Stage Management – “The Book Of Knowledge”


Haroun fix is in

Week 4 – HAC





Haroun & the Sea of Stories on Mainstage


Haroun Matines during the week


Costumes 1

Week 5 – HAC


Begin to tear out Haroun


Costumes 2

Week 6 – HAC


Put Haroun to bed at last!


Advanced Drafting

Week 7 – HAC 


Parent Teacher Conferences this week!


Advanced Drafting


Teen Writes II construction under way

Week 8 – HAC 





MSO @ MHSA on Mainstage

Text Analysis





Battle of the Bands on Mainstage


Prep for Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra


Teen Writes construction

Week 9 – HAC


Text analysis


Teen Writes II Structure done by Friday

Week 10 – HAC


Teen Writes “pretty” done by Friday

SPRING BREAK

S2Q2

Week 11 – HAC





Teen Writes II on Mainstage

Properties 2 – “Where do I find this stuff anyway?”


Sound – “You thought you knew what that board could do huh?”


Tear out Teen Writes II

Week 12 – HAC





Jazz Portraits on Mainstage

Prep Stage for Jazz Portraits





Sound – Mics Mics & more mics

Week 13 – HAC





CW show in Cafeteria

ACT testing for you guys

Week 14 – AP exams

Week 15 – HAC





Student Choreographers on Mainstage

AP Exams


If you are working with a Senior Project your tech info is due on Wednesday!!!

Week 16 – HAC





Roosevelt on Mainstage


Prep for Roosevelt




Jazz Finale in Café, 102 & 100


Prep for Jazz Finale




Rexnord

Rexnord is coming
Week 17 – HAC





NHS on mainstage


Prep for L1-4 Recitals 



L1-4 Recitals in Studio

Week 18






One Act Festival in Studio & 102

Prep for One Act Festival


Week 19


Portfolio Preparation


Put the theatre to bed for the Year

Week 20 – PORTFOLIOS!!!!!

