Dance Critique Assignment

Purpose
The role of a critique is to increase your awareness, appreciation, and perception of a choreographic work/performance.  The critique is used to educate yourself as well as your reader.  It gives you experience in the role of a dance critic.  The critique is about using critical viewing and thought to look at the work and determine whether the choreographic idea, no matter what genre or medium used, is successful in its presentation and whether the choreographer and/or dancers were able to convey the idea to the audience.  This also applies to the overall production.
Requirements
​​​​​​​​Each critique must include within the context of a paragraph (In other words do not list the who, what, where, use your writing skills to creatively use them within the paragraph.)
1. Name of the Dance Company, group, or performance.

2. Date and place of performance

3. Title, choreographer, composer

4. Names of dancers when practical and pertinent

When viewing a whole evening that contains many pieces by the same or different choreographers, chose two to critique in-depth.  If the performance is an evening length work then the whole is critiqued.  Always have a closing paragraph that has a statement about the entire evening.

Must be at least five paragraphs, typed 12 point Times New Roman Font, and double spaced (between paragraphs 4 spaces are not necessary), on one side of the paper.  Include a heading with your name, date, class, hour, and the assignment title on the first page only in the upper right hand corner.  In addition, the critique must have a title as if it where appearing in a newspaper.  Attach the program and/or ticket stub.  The paper should be well edited with little to no errors and flow easily. 

Submission Order

1. Ticket/Program

2. Final Draft

3. Rough Draft

4. Notes

Example of Paper’s Organization
· Title
· Paragraph 1: Introduction

· Who, what, where, when & brief overview
· Lead in catchy statement
· Opinion & key reasons/supports

· Paragraph 2: Support #1/Discussion of piece 1
· Paragraph 3: Support #2/Discussion of piece 2
· Paragraph 4: Support #3/Elements of production
· Paragraph 5: Conclusion:

· opening sentence

· restatement of opinion
· final statement of overall show.
IMPORTANT NOTES
· It is important to back up your statements and opinions.  Example: “I loved the way the dancers used the space.”  Back this up with a visual, how did they use the space and why/how did it affect you?  Give written visual examples to back up your viewpoints and create and image for the reader.

· Make powerful word choices.  Careful of the use and avoid at all costs the words: like, really, nice, very, good, kind of sort of, ok.  These are often overused and carry little meaning and description.
· In a critique you are writing from your perspective, you cannot speak for the whole of the audience.  For example: “The audience felt…” Did you interview each audience member?  You may comment on the obvious behavior of the audience, “they cheered,” “they drew back in horror,” “They got up and left the auditorium,”

· Do not assume that the reader has seen the work.

· Do not speak personally to the choreographer or reader.  For example:  “I like the work you were in.”

· Write in third person.  The reader knows you (the author) wrote the critique, so there is no need to state the sentences “I liked, I felt, etc.”  
· Critiques are written in past tense.  You have already seen the show.
Suggestions For Organization of Thoughts/Questions

Choreography

Characteristics of the piece (dark, haunting, lively, jumpy, etc.).  How might it have been constructed?  What is the choreographer investigating (movement only, relationships, abstract ideas, meaning)?  Was he/she successful in the investigation?  What made it successful or not?  What was the most notable aspect (movement, technique, kinesthetic, visual, and musical)?

Performance

How does the technique serve the work?  What was the attitude of the dancers in the work (internal, external, slap-stick, etc)?  Does the ensemble work together?  Did the dancers serve the purpose of the choreographic intent?  What notable characteristics of the performers intrigued you?

Design Elements

Comment on the lights, costumes, sets, or props?  How were they used to serve the choreographic idea?  Did they enhance or take away from the work?  Was there a collaborative artist?

Music/Sound

What kind of music/sound was used?  Comments on its use in the work?  Did it enhance or detract from the choreographic intent?  Were they dancing to the music, or was it used to provide an environment?

